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FOREWORD

International Balkan and Near Eastern Congress Series brings together many
distinguished social and behavioral science researchers from all over the world.
Participants find opportunities for presenting new research, exchanging information, and
discussing current issues.

We are delighted and honored to host the IBANESS Congress Series in Plovdiv / Bulgaria.
Presented papers have been selected from submitted papers by the referees. Sincere
thanks to those all who have submitted papers.

We hope that through exchange of the presented researches and experiences, the
Congress will enhance communication and dissemination of knowledge in Balkan and
Near Eastern Countries.

The Organization Committee
March 16-17, 2024
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10:00 - 11:00 Parallel Session I Hall 1
Chair Person: Assoc.Prof.Dr.
Ruhangiz ALIYEVA
Nadja DAMI] Optimising an Ecological Farming Plan Using Linear and
Talib DAMI] Goal Programming Methods
Liljana Ferbar TRATAR
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Gentjan MEHMETI Exploring Farmers’ Awareness on Water Use in
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Andras SCHLETT After Twenty Years. The Impact of EU Accession on
Judit BEKE Hungarian Agriculture
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Role of Literature in Foreign Language Teaching
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Selma DENEME GENCOGLU

Fatih Cagatay BAZ

A Study on the Use of Distance Education Platforms in
Foreign Language Teaching in Turkey

Tudor IRIMIAS

“Bridges” between Management Learning and Practice:

Diana PITIC Design and Assessment of a Business Simulation Game
in Higher Education
10:00 - 11:00 Parallel Session I Hall 4
Chair Person: Assoc.Prof.Dr. Reslil
YAZICI
Resul YAZICI Endistri 5.0 ve ESG’nin Sirdurilebilirlik Uzerindeki
Ayla YAZICI Etkileri Hakkinda Bir Calisma
Murat Cetin insani Gelisme Endeksi Bilesenlerinin Tirkiye icin
Omer Sinan PEHLIVAN Sinanmasi: Bir Zaman Serisi Analizi
Burak GURIS Ulastirma  Sektériinde  Enerji  Tuketimi  Kaynakh
Hiseyin ICEN Karbondioksit Emisyonu
Havva GULTEKIN Kirlilik Sidinagi Hipotezi ve Kirlenme Hale Hipotezinin
Kiibra KARADAG Yeni Kirllgan Begli Ulkelerinde Sinanmasi: Panel
Esbitinlesme ve Nedensellik Yaklasimi
11:00 - 12:00 Parallel Session II Hall 1

Chair Person: Assoc.Prof.Dr.
Alexandra NOVAC

Alexandra NOVAC

Exploring the Attitudes towards
Insights from Moldovan Entrepreneurs

Entrepreneurship:

Aytug SOZUER
Semanur YALCIN

The Relationship Between Leadership Styles and Crisis
Management in Tlrkiye: A Literature Review

Ioannis KOUKOUMPLIAKOS
Grigorios GIANNARAKIS

Lampros SDROLIAS

Stavros KALOGIANNIDIS Dimitrios
SYNDOUKAS

Cris MAGNIS

Apostlos STAGIANNIS

Ioannis PAPADIMOPOULOS
Nikolaos KOUKOUMPLIAKOS

Corporate Social Responsibility, as a Dynamic Concept
Reflected in the Modern Business Environment

Angeliki MILIOTI
Panagiota I. XANTHOPOULOU

Optimization of Marketing Tools with the Use of Artificial
Intelligence: Prospects and Challenges
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11:00 - 12:00 Parallel Session II Hall 2
Chair Person: Prof.Dr. Hasan
VURAL
Miicahit DEMIRCI Borusan Limani’nin “Cevresel Performansi ve Yesil Liman
Ozan Hikmet ARICAN Uygulamalan”
Ruhangiz ALIYEVA Azerbaycan’da Yesil Pazarlama Stratejinin Ana Yonleri
Hasan VURAL Ahududu Uretimi ve Ekonomisi
Hasan VURAL iklim Degisikliginin Tarima Etkileri
Adim Ahmad SEEDI
11:00 - 12:00 Parallel Session II Hall 3
Chair Person: Prof.Dr. Gentjan
MEHMETI
Sara MUCHA The Adoption of Renewable Energy Practices in MSME-s
in North Macedonia: Barriers and Benefits
Nurcan OZKAN Assessment of Plastic Waste Situation in the Oceans
(Seventh Continent)
Nurcan OZKAN A Sustainable Environment for Sustainable Development
Eda LUGA Consumer Perception Toward Trust in Food Value Chain
Gentjan MEHMETI
11:00 - 12:00 Parallel Session II | Hall 4
Chair Person: Prof.Dr. Gamze
SANER
Gokhan ISIL Dedgisen Dlinya icin Surdlrilebilir Cozimler: Dongusel
Esra ERIK AKYOL Ekonomik Sistem
Zihtt KOCASLAN Zeytinyagi Uretim  Atiklarinin  Dénglisel  Ekonomi
Serdar GONCU Baglaminda Degerlendiriimesi Uzerine Bir Inceleme:
Izmir 1li Ornegi
Adem GURBUZ Tiketicilerin Yas Meyve ve Sebze Israfi Uzerine Bir
Halil KIZILASLAN Arastirma (Ankara ili Etimesgut Ilcesi Ornegi)
Sevilay IZCAN Zeytinyadi Isletmelerinde Inovasyon Yénetimi Uzerine Bir
Minel BASENGIR inceleme: Balikesir-Ayvalik ilcesi Ornegi
Duygu TOSUN
Gamze SANER
12:00 - 13:30 Lunch
13:30 - 14:30 Parallel Session III Hall 1

Chair Person: Prof. Arjana KADIU
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Simeana BESHI
Driola SUSURI

Public Finance and Parliamentary Constitutionalism: An
Analysis of Institutional Dynamics

Albana DEMI (MOSHO)
Arjana KADIU

Mapping the Globalization Financial Network

Era TICO
Erdi BAYRAM Paradigm Shift in Finance: A Review of Alternative
Rabia AKTAS Perspectives
Ada STAHOVSCHI Public Debt Management Strategy in the Context of
European Integration
13:30 - 14:30 Parallel Session III | Hall 2
Chair Person: Prof.Dr. Murat
CETIN
Selcuk TEKIN Holding Sirketlerin iliskili Kisilerine Borglanma Yasaginin
Dederlendirilmesi
Murat CETIN Finansal Gelismenin Belirleyicileri Turkiye Ornegi: Bir
Omer Sinan PEHLIVAN Zaman Serisi Analizi
Sami BUHUR Mali Disiplini Saglamada Maastricht Mali Kriterlerinin
GuUncel Durumunun Analizi
Utku ALTUNOZ Faiz ve Enflasyon Baglaminda Tirkiye Ekonomisi igin
Fisher Etkisi Uzerine Teorik ve Ampirik Arastirma
13:30 - 14:30 Parallel Session III Hall 3
Chair Person: Prof.Dr. Aristidis
BITZENIS
Klajdi LOGU Economic Realities Versus Populist Rhetoric: An Empirical
Assessment of Inequality’'s Role in Fueling Albanian
Populism
Saadet Yagmur KUMCU Analysis of Economic Targets in Tirkiye Information
Ozden Sevgi AKINCI Society Strategies Action Plans
Eduard TUGUI Free Economic Zones of the Republic of Moldova:
Peculiarities, Foreign Direct Investment and European
Integration
Aristidis BITZENIS Foreign Direct Investment in Southeast and Eastern
Nikos KOUTSOUPIAS Europe: A Scientometric Review
13:30 - 14:30 Parallel Session III Hall 4

Chair Person: Prof.Dr Matanat
RASULOVA
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Alican SARISOY Vergi  Gelirlerinin ~ Kamu  Harcamalarini  Karsilama
Sinem Pinar GUREL Pozisyonu: Tirkiye'de Secilmis Iller Ozelinde Bir
Arastirma

Eda OZEN
Yunus SUNETCI

Yolsuzlugun Vergi Gelirleri Uzerindeki Etkisi

Rasit GULTEKIN

Gumrik Idaresinden Alinan Baglayic Bilginin Hukuki
Niteligi ve Vergisel Etkileri

Ela HICYORULMAZ

Muhasebe Alaninda Yazilan Tezlerin Incelenmesi

Matanat RAS_ULOVA
Ayaz MUSEYIBOV
Erol AHMADLI

Basel Komitesi: Kiresel Finansal Standartlarin
Duzenlenmesindeki Rolu ve Iglevleri

14:30 - 15:30 Parallel Session IV Hall 1
Chair Person: Assoc.Prof.Dr. Gerti
SQAPI
Gerti SQAPI Self-Expression Values as a Conditional Factor for
Establishment of a Well-Functioning Democracy: The
Case of Albania
Tirkan OZKAN An Evaluation of ‘Safe Third Country’ Concept and
Recent Practices in Context of International and Human
Rights Law
Visar MALA] Corruption and Emigration in the Western Balkans: Key
Najada FIRZA Facts and Statistics
Blendi LAMI Greek Veto: An Analysis of Albania’s Integration Process
Amidst Populist Trends in the European Union
14:30 - 15:30 Parallel Session IV Hall 2
Chair Person: Prof.Dr. Nurcan
METIN

Gul S. H__UYUGUZEL KISLA
Burcu Tl_JRKCAN _
Meltem INCE YENILMEZ

Covid-19'un Isglicii Piyasalarinda Temelli

Etkileri: Izmir Uzerine Bir Arastirma

Cinsiyet

Recep UZUNALIOGLU

2023 Kdresel Istihdam Raporu Kapsaminda Diinyada
Isglici Piyasasi Durum Analizi

Seckin GUN

Yapay Zekanin Ise Alm Calismalarinda Kullaniminin
Etkileri

Fatma OZCAN HAN
Ethem DUYGULU

Dinmik Yetenekler Yaklasimi ve Mavi Okyanus Stratejisi
Iliskisinin Bibliyometrik Analizi
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Sevgi BULUTLU
Sevi BALOGLU SEVING

Pazarlamada Yapay Zeka

Aytag GUT
H. Selcuk ETI
14:30 - 15:30 Parallel Session IV Hall 3
Chair Person: Assoc.Prof.Dr.
Emanuela ESMEROVA
Emanuela ESMEROVA The Concept of Good Quality Management
Celal Ozgir BUYUKYAVUZ Impact of Servant Leadership on Job Embeddedness
Mehmet Arcan TUZCU
Besnik HAJDARI The Importance of Management through Information
Technology in Enterprises in Kosovo
Ilindena SOTIROFSKI Communication Strategies for Change Management in
Organizations
14:30 - 15:30 Parallel Session IV Hall 4
Chair Person: Asst. Prof.Dr.
Hikmet ASUTAY
Coskun DOGAN Oteki Kavramindan Hareketle Cokkiltirltlik
Coskun DOGAN Kiltlrlerarasi Bulusma Noktasi: Toplum Cevirmenligi
Hikmet ASUTAY Tirk-Alman Kdaltirel Iliskilerde Istanbul Bulusmasi:
“Istanbul’da Uyanmak”
Hikmet ASUTAY Altmis Uc Yillk Tirk Alman Kiltirel Cifte Vatandashdr:
Emine Sevgi Ozdamarn “Aynadaki Aviu” Adli Eserinde
izler
15:30 - 16:30 Parallel Session V Hall 1
Chair Person: Asst.Prof.Dr. Oriola
THEODHORI
Aldona MINGA Touristic-Environmental Assessment of the Pérmet Area
Bitila ZHULI (Albania Region) and Its Typical Products
Arjan SHUMELI The Helpfulness of Hotel Online Reviews: Using Linguistic
Era HOXHAJ Analysis to Decode Their Meaning
Erion SHEHU

Esmerelda SHKIRA
Oriola THEODHORI
Landi GUSHI

Sustainable Resources Management in the Hotel Industry
of the Korga Region

Erjola SHEHU

Consumer Behaviour on Food Labeling in Albania, A
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Eda LUGA Review of Research Studies
15:30 - 16:30 Parallel Session V Hall 2
Chair Person: Prof.Dr. Burak
GURIS
Bekir ASIK ARDL ve Nardl Tahmin Yoéntemleriyle Tulketici Fiyat
Salih Eren DERMAN Endeksi ve Segilmis Alt Kalemlerine Déviz Kurunun Gegis
Etkisi: Turkiye Ornegi
Arya AKDENiz Kazakistan Ekonomisinde Kilit Sektorlerin Degisimi:
2000-2022 Dénemi
Burak GURIS Petrol ithalatinda Soklar Gegici mi? Yeni Testlerden
Budgra POLAT Bulgular
Esra CEBECI Havayolu Tasimaciliyi ve Ekonomik Bliyime: E7 Ulkeleri
Ornegi
15:30 - 16:30 Parallel Session V Hall 3
Chair Person: Prof.Dr. Denisa
KURTAJ
Yusif MAMMADOV Towards A Green Future: The Role of Banking in
Environmental Sustainability
Igor TROFIMOV Environmental Control as the Main Instrument for
Luminita DIACONU Ensuring Environmental Protection
Havva ARABACI Examination of Metropolitan Cities and Nature-Friendly
Nurcan OZKAN Sustainable Cities
Vaidean VIORELA-LIGIA Turceniuc | The Impact of Climate Change on Prosperity - Past,
ALEXIA-RALUCA Present and Future
15:30 - 16:30 Parallel Session V Hall 4
Chair Person: Prof.Dr. Clneyt
KOYUNCU
SUmeyye Esila KIMIL Tirkciligun Sinir Otesi Insasi: Rusya Kékenli Turkgilerin
Fatih Cagatay CENGIiZ Tarihsel Kékenleri
Mustafa ALTUNOK Tirkiye'de Gé¢ Bakanhgi Kurulmasinin Gerekliligi Uzerine
bir Tartisma
Hikmet ASUTAY Almanya: Altmis Ug Yillik Yeni Vatan
Binnur ARABACI CANDAN
16:30 - 17:30 Parallel Session VI Hall 1

Chair Person: Assoc.Prof.Dr. Ilir
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TOMORRI
Ilir TOMORRI The Impact of Good Governance on Economic
Remzi KECO Development, an Empirical Analysis
Joana SHIMA
Polyxeni KECHAGIA Formal Institutions and Foreign Capital Inflows in

Theodore METAXAS

Turkey: The Role of Economic Freedom

Petru GLAVAN

A Review on the Economic Costs of Domestic Violence in
the Republic of Moldova

Juljan MYFTARI

Quantitative Analysis of Democracy in the Western
Balkans Using Advanced Statistical Models

16:30 - 17:30 Parallel Session VI Hall 2
Chair Person: Assoc.Prof.Dr. Erdal
ARSLAN
Gokhan ISIL Tlrkiye'de Finansal Piyasalarin (Faiz, Doéviz, Borsa)
Fatih KAYHAN Bankalarin Kredi Portfoy Dedisimine Etkisi
Esra ERIK AKYOL
flhan EROGLU Dijital Paranin Merkez Bankasi Para Politikalarina Etkisi
Ulki SATANER
Murat KARAKAYA Tirkiye’'de Banka Kredileri ile BIST Toplam Piyasa Degeri
Sadiye OKTAY Iliskisinin Granger Nedensellik Testiyle Arastiriimasi
Erdal ARSLAN Covid-19 Pandemi Krizinde G20 Ulkelerinde ve Tirk
Ali BORA Bankacilik Sektériinde Uygulanan Politikalar

16:30 - 17:30 Parallel Session VI Hall 3

Chair Person: Assoc.Prof.Dr.
Alberta TAHIRI

He YIYANG

Research on the Current Situation and Future Trends of
Ecotourism in Montenegro: A Sustainable Development
Perspective

Irina Teodora MANOLESCU
Mihai TALMACIU

Impaled in Denial the Potential of Dark Tourism.
Evaluating Attractions and Development Perspectives

Alberta TAHIRI
Idriz KOVACI
Diellza MISINI
Jehona RAMA
Kaltrina NIKQI

Development of Cultural Tourism in Kosovo

Idriz KOVACI

Human Resource Management and Performance
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Alberta TAHIRI
Thélléza Latifi SADRIJA
Jehona RAMA

Anela DZOGOVIC

Evaluation in Hotels in Kosovo

16:30 - 17:30 Parallel Session VI Hall 4
Chair Person: Prof.Dr. Hiilya
BAKIRTAS

Omer Zafer GUVEN X ve Y Kusagindaki Tiiketicilerin Bireysel Dederleri ile

Omiir OZKUK Satin Alma Tarzlan Arasindaki iliskinin incelenmesi

Zafer CESUR Algilanan Tulketici Kullanishhk, Kolaylik ve Etkilesiminin

Salih MEMIS Dijital Icerik Sunum Hizmetleri Sunan Uygulamalar
(SPOTIFY) Kullanma Niyetine Etkisinin Incelenmesi

Yusuf TEPELI Oyun Teorisi ve Dodgrusal Programlama ile Optimal

Ayse CAYGECEN

Portféy Secimi

Aleyna KARABINAOGLU
Hillya BAKIRTAS

Self Servis Teknolojilerine iliskin Bibliyometrik Analiz

XVi
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11:00 - 12:00 Parallel Session I Hall 1
Chair Person: Prof.Dr. Biruta
SLOKA
Ludmila LOZOVA Latvian Production Sector: Looking for Alternative Export
Biruta SLOKA Markets
Emi MALAJ Gravity Model: An Application to Albanian International
Trade Flows
Laura DIACONU (MAXIM) The Impact of Low-Cost Airlines’” Competition on
Romanian Aviation Market
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Abstract: In this paper we will address some of the key advantages and also also see the shortcomings with which Kosovo is
distinguished, because the cultural is expected tourism in the coming period to be included in the tourist turnover in a
larger percent, and also to represent one of the factors for economic and economic development in Kosovo.

Also, in this paper, we research and support the development of cultural tourism in Kosovo. With a focus on the rich
cultural heritage, the goal is the integration of cultural treasures in the tourism industry, with an emphasis on sustainability
and the improvement of the local community.

This paper aims to address the components, role and importance of cultural heritage in the development of cultural
tourism, analyzing Kosovo and its cultural heritage as a specific case. The favorable geostrategic position and natural
resources made Kosovo, although a small country, stand out with its rich cultural heritage. Kosovo has cultural heritage
under permanent protection and temporary protection and sufficient potential for the development of cultural tourism .
This paper also reviews the tourist potential and cultural values of Kosovo, as well as the specifics of the regions in Kosovo.
In addition to the development of cultural and historical development of Kosovo and management of cultural values and
intangible cultural heritage. This paper contains the important festivals and cultural events in Kosovo, as well as the
ethnography - traditional clothing and folklore, national treasure and food in Kosovo.

Key words: tourism, cultural heritage, preservation and protection, sustainability, development, visits, Kosovo.

Introduction

Tourism as a branch is a significant challenge for the economic development of the country, so is cultural
tourism for the movement of people in the foundation created by cultural motives, such as study tours,
performing arts and cultural tours, trips to festivals and other cultural events, Visit monuments with the
purpose of recording nature, as well as the movement of people to satisfy people's needs for diversity, in order
to raise the cultural level of the individual, his knowledge and experiences.

With the help of tourism, the economic growth and development of the country increases, new investments
are attracted, new jobs are created, and the standard of living is developed. Tourism also helps to produce local
industry and trade, to promote cultural values and natural resources. As well as for the protection of cultural
heritage and the like. The Internet, like electronic social networks, offers many products and services to attract
attention to online tourism.

The Internet is the main source of information, at a time when the competition in the tourist market is quite.
Those travel agencies and tourism sector, want to be successful and notice the development of the
development in their work, to adapt to these changes. This especially applies to the online travel offer. This is
because potential tourists and travelers need information about the tourist destinations they want to visit.

Tourism has become a major form of economic development in many countries around the world. Nature with
different forms and cultural heritage with its mosaic are generators of tourism. Tourism is important to many
countries, as a result of the large inflow of money from the trade in their goods and services and as a means of
employment in tourism-related service activities. It includes a wide range of monuments and relationships that
arise during the tourist journey, while not only entering the economic aspect, but also the environmental,
social and cultural aspects of life.
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Through the experience and what is published from contact with nature, culture and cultural heritage (material
and spiritual) on topol, tourism becomes a natural generic mechanism for exchange of changes and relations
between people of all ages, religions and races. Much more attractive than the mechanical forms of global
trade and economic development. Tourist markets are becoming more competitive with the implementation of
various types and forms of movement in tourism. Already new forms are being replaced by forms, giving
worldwide reach and abolishing the tourist monopoly of warm coastal regions and economically developed
countries.

As the tour industry has shifted from promoting inbound tourism to promoting cross-border tourism, many
countries are facing intense competition for inbound tourists. Some national policy makers have shifted their
priority from promoting limited tourism to contributing to the local economy.

The meaning of tourism is part of the primordial curiosity and desires and activities of man to understand the
world around him, there is a very fast trend of development, both in the world and in the Republic of Kosovo.
Tourism offers people meaningful use of their free time in spaces, which with their natural and social
characteristics are the basis for new attractive experiences and relaxation.

The tourist potential of the Republic of Kosovo

When we talk about the potentials for the development of tourism in the regions of Kosovo, we can say that
each of them has potential for development, but it needs to be upgraded and the current one improved
condition. As we said the regions are surrounded by mountains, lakes, rivers, bridges and cultural heritage,
which as such represent great potential for tourism development. More specifically, the current situation refers
to traffic, culture, politics and health. On all this investments also affect, if we have bigger investments, success
is guaranteed. So, the success of attracting investment depends on the type of cooperation between the
private and public sectors and their readiness to constantly exchange information. Investment marketing and
the promotion of tourism requires support from the private and public investments, as well as citizens'
associations. Although the potential of each municipality is determined by its geographical location position,
climate, natural and cultural resources, they are primarily oriented to people according to their commitment,
ability, energy, values and the organization. When it comes to traffic, we can let's say that every day we work
on improving it and networking with other neighboring borders so that traffic can be better regulated, yes
respect all the rules of behavior and thereby preserve nature.

The natural and cultural resources of Kosovo are the main pillars of the tourism product and here we include
cultural, mountain, alpine, rural, eco and alternative tourism, active tourism, cross-border trips, meetings and
the holding of various conferences in this field, sports tourism, spa tourism and city tourism in which we can
let's include the thematic tourism.

Ecotourism is related to conservation and protection of enviroment. Forests are not cut because the trees are
destroyed. In we should not throw garbage in the rivers, because the water is polluted and thus disturbed
people's health. Cultural tourism is related to historical monuments and the whole cultural heritage that needs
to be protected from various negative elements, such as their destruction, demolition, burning and others.
Kosovo has a rich culture that includes a large number of churches, mosques, museums, towers, monasteries,
etc. Obstacles affecting the promotion of cultural tourism are numerous, and that is why the organizers of the
events point them out the following difficulties in their official work:

- Funds received from local and central authorities are limited.
- They do not have adequate infrastructure for performing cultural and artistic events.

- The inability of local authorities to integrate cultures in a wider one strategic framework when it comes to
tourism development.

- Lack of adequate cultural and tourism policy at all levels.Rural tourism in Kosovo is rich in agriculture,trade,
grains and other types of crops.

The purpose of this topic is to give an overview of the tourism potential of the Republic of Kosovo. Through
analyzes and theoretical aspects, it is shown how the region can apply tourism for the economic development
of the country. Tourism is an economic activity aimed at the use of tourist potentials.

Although the Republic of Kosovo has sufficient tourism potential, it still does not treat this activity in the right
place for the economic development of the country. Its development will affect the increase of the country's
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gross product, which will occupy a significant place in the country's economic development strategy, which
requires greater promotion of significant attractions, localities, events and food, organizing tourism fairs, in
order to visit and attracting domestic and foreign visitors, as well as more foreign investments.

The Republic of Kosovo has many attractive places that can serve the development of tourism and the
economy. As the youngest country in Europe, in the heart of Southeast Europe, positioned in the center of the
Balkan Peninsula, the Republic of Kosovo is an important link between Central and Southern Europe, between
the Adriatic and the Black Sea. This predominantly mountainous country promises many unforgettable sights
and experiences.

Prizren is a charming Balkan town, which gives the impression that it was built along the banks of the Bistrica
river, which divides the town between the high green mountains into two parts. Built over many centuries with
a blend of architecture with a dominant Ottoman influence, Prizren is definitely one of the most attractive
cities in the Republic of Kosovo.

The largest and capital city of the Republic of Kosovo - Pristina is the cultural, economic and administrative
center of the country with a long history. Archaeological discoveries date back to Neolithic times. Ulpiana, the
southern suburb of Pristina, is believed to be the center of the lllyrian province of Dardania and one of the
most beautiful cities in the period from the 2nd to the 4th century.

Visoki Decani Monastery, located near the town of Decani, is one of the most important cultural sites in
Kosovo. It dates back to the 14th century and has been designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The
monastery is filled with tranquility. The frescoes on the walls represent various scenes from the Bible and
create a beautiful setting. As in past centuries, the monks here still live a simple and peaceful life. They produce
food for the monastery, which is well known for its delicious cheese and good wine.

Gracanica Monastery is a Serbian Orthodox monastery, located in the village of the same name, 10 kilometers
from Pristina. It was founded by the Serbian king Stefan Milutin in 1321. Gracanica Monastery was declared a
cultural monument of exceptional importance in 1990. Since 2006, it has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
on the "Medieval Monuments of Kosovo" list, as an expansion of the Visoki Decani monastery.

The Imperial Mosque (Sultan Mehmed Fatih Mosque), the largest in Pristina, was built by order of Sultan
Mehmed I, also known as El-Fatih. The most prominent feature of this mosque is the huge 15 meter dome.
Today, hundreds of citizens of Pristina use this mosque for daily prayer. As a national icon, the Imperial Mosque
is undisputedly considered as one of the largest buildings in the city. For a short period, during the Austro-
Turkish War (from 1690 to 1698), the mosque was turned into a church, and during the Second World War it
was marked with a swastika by German troops.

The entrance to the Gadime Cave (Marble Cave) was discovered in 1966 by Ahmet Diti, a villager who was
removing stones from his yard and happened to see a glowing hole in the ground. Upon closer inspection, he
was surprised to discover that the glow emanated from a cave full of crystallized stalagmites. Today,
stalagmites and stalactites are the main attraction in the cave. Their creation over millions of years enabled the
formation of various shapes and forms, which the local residents named.

The Patriarchate of Pec, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is a complex of churches located in the suburbs of Pec,
near the Prizrenska Bistrica river, at the beginning of the Rugov Gorge. This complex dates back to the 13th
century and is where Serbian bishops and patriarchs lived. Since its foundation, the Patriarchate has been a
meeting place for theologians, writers and artists — a place where artistic heritage has always been emphasized
and to this day is one of the key monuments of Kosovo's cultural heritage. For tourists to be satisfied with the
tourist destination, we need to satisfy their needs and give them the best conditions to feel at home. The city
of Pec and other cities in the Western Region of Kosovo have a lot to offer, so they should be promoted the
most. It is important to mention that both local people and tourists should be involved and that they are
intermediaries between private companies and the government in order to protect and conserve their natural
resources.

The implementation of the strategies aims to create such conditions that will affect the sustainability and use
of natural resources and cultural heritage, which will better promote the region, using methods that will help
to process the statistics obtained from the field, by surveying persons working in tourism institutions, such as:
hotels, restaurants, travel agencies, Statistics Office of Kosovo, as well as experts in this field. Based on the
obtained results, it is concluded that the tourist offer of the Western Region is developed and attractive for
tourists, as well as that they are satisfied with the quality of the services they provide, that the infrastructure
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should be improved and that in the future there should be more investors from developed countries. So, by
holding various events (sports, recreational and cultural), they increase visits in the city environment. Applying
this strategy, it is pointed out that of the six regions, Pec and Gjakovica have the best potential for tourism
development.

Tourism expert Paige Viren said that the Republic of Kosovo has a lot of potential to develop tourism, saying: "I
traveled through Kosovo and saw a culture that is special. | visited the mosque in Gjakovica, the bazaar and
handicraft shops. Everyone was welcoming and friendly, and this is an asset for tourism."

According to her, the capital of Kosovo, Pristina, is the same as other cities, and she believes that in the
Republic of Kosovo, people understand tourism very well, but there is a need for a trade union of
entrepreneurs, and external and internal promotion is also needed, and one should be aware of the beauties
that the Republic of Kosovo has. Also, tourism development has opportunities for many new jobs in every
country, so a strategy should be created to drive the tourism agenda forward and this should be a further goal.
In order to achieve a positive effect, it is necessary to work as a regional community, to protect young people
to stay and not to leave.

The Agency for Investments and Enterprise Support in Kosovo (KIESA) organized the state presentation at the
International Tourism Fair "ITB Berlin", which is held in Berlin, Germany. In this state presentation with the
world-famous brand "Kosovo Ready For You", five Kosovo tour operators represent the tourism potential of
Kosovo. The Kosovo stand was visited by visitors from different countries, who were closely informed about
what the country has to offer in terms of tourist attractions and from a cultural-historical point of view.

The participation of tour operators from Kosovo was organized by the Ministry of Trade and Industry, i.e. the
Agency for Investment and Support of Enterprises in Kosovo (KIESA), at the ITB Berlin fair in 2018.

The paper also lists the ways that would help in strengthening the image of the Republic of Kosovo as a tourist
destination. The cultural heritage (material and spiritual), the natural potential and the improvement of the
tourist infrastructure are the elements that will attract the attention of foreigners and the local population to
visit the country.

Tourism in Kosovo is a branch of the economy that has increased participation in economic activity after 1999,
because it inherited a tourist tradition that was not developed for years due to the political situation and
unfavorable and unstimulating security for the development of tourism.

The Constitution and other relevant documents, including the letter of the Kosovans institutions from October
7, 2015, addressed to the national delegations of UNESCO,stating the obligations of Kosovo regarding the
protection of the religious and cultural heritage, form the institutional basis for the development of the
Cultural Strategy legacy 2017-2027. The legal basis consists of the laws in force: the Law on Cultural Heritage,
the Law on Special Protected Areas (including the Historic Center Act), the Freedom of Religion Act, The law on
expropriation, the law on construction, the law on cultural institutions and the law for local self-government;
other laws such as Spatial Planning Laws and Laws on archives, by-laws such as those for the council for
implementing supervision, are determine in accordance with the law on special protection zones and other
administrative Acts that provide special protection of cultural and religious heritage, as well as provisions for
European cooperation and international standards of cultural heritage and best practices, including those that
promote cultural and religious variety and dialogue.Kosovo is an area with a rich cultural tradition and valuable
cultural heritage the different ethnic groups that live on it.

Kosovo should be a tourist country in the future and is still a country oriented towards the development of
tourism. The increase in turnover in investments and tourism shows that tourism for the country is and will be
the driving force of economic development in general.

Table 1. Hotel capacities in Kosovo by type of accommodation

Unit types of Unit Room Beds
accommodation

Hotele 214 4457 7195
Motels 177 2132 2836
Shelter 10 46 99
Hostele 9 43 171
Apartament 15 25 32
Bungallo 41 374 768
Total 466 7077 11101

Source: ASK — 2019
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Table 2. Kosovo hotel capacities by region

Region Accommodation unit Room Beds
Gjakova 27 353 488
Gjilani 34 472 699
Mitrovica 29 484 734
Peja 87 1145 2154
Prizreni 83 1219 2483
Prishtina 144 2607 3514
Ferizaj 62 797 1029
Total 466 7077 11101

Source: ASK — 2019

Cultural values in R. Kosovo and methodology of work to attract potential tourists

The methodology for conducting this paper includes the use of methods such as research, research method,
analysis, comparative methods, and information and data are provided by various sources of information, such
as publications in the field of tourism, tourist information office of Republic of Kosovo. In particular, we will
study the specifics of some of the largest cities in Kosovo.

In order to achieve development and positive economic effects from tourism in Kosovo, it is necessary to adopt
and present the development strategy at the national level. The cultural-historical monuments transparently
show the past of this environment, and the responsibility lies with the local government, but also with the
republic, because they are not sufficiently dedicated to presenting the existing values to the public, especially
the tourist clientele, for which they should be protected. from harm, influence and abuse. Organizations in the
field of tourism pay special attention to culture by allocating significant funds, because it is culture that offers
value to tourists, and specialized individuals are hired who focus their activities on the management of cultural
values that represent the special offers of each tourist environment. In recent decades, cultural tourism has
become synonymous with modern tourism, which is a special attraction for all tourist environments.

There are several other definitions of cultural tourism:- One of the most accepted definitions of cultural
tourism was given by Greg Richards in 1999, according to which "cultural tourism means the movement of
people caused by cultural attractions outside the usual place of residence, with the intention of collect new
information and experiences, how to satisfy their cultural needs".

- "Cultural tourism is an entertaining and educational experience that combines art, natural and cultural
heritage with history",

- "Cultural tourism is a tourist choice that educates people about the art, architecture and history of a specific
destination",

- "Cultural tourism is a mosaic of sites, tradition and works of art that portray the nation and the people,
reflecting diversity in their characters."

Several areas have increased their tourist image thanks to cultural-historical monuments, because tourists,
besides beaches, sea water, nature, are interested in having fun, enjoying tourist motives of the respective
environment, but we should try to offer them quality services , for which the local self-government and other
entities from the field of tourism should engage in this direction. But in order to achieve development and
positive economic effects from tourism in Kosovo, it is necessary to put all this development under control and
to issue the strategy for the development of tourism at the country level, which will allow orientations in those
forms of tourism that respond the most, for which there is a good basis for growth, which will bring benefits to
all participants in the "tourist industry" of the Republic of Kosovo.

Taking into account the fact that the country consists of several specific regions for the development of
tourism, which, if managed to be interconnected as a whole, will create a tourism offer for which the long-term
orientation of Kosovo and regional tourism employees is important. Of great importance is the regional
cooperation at the level of the Balkan countries in the field of tourism for the exchange of experiences and
complementing the tourist offer. The different geographical regions throughout Kosovo have their own
characteristics and traditions, diversity of natural resources, cultural and historical heritage, as a tourist
product that will be competitive and complementary with the offer of the Balkan countries and especially will
be complementary with the offer of Albania and Montenegro.

Tourist potentials can lead to a change in the role of tourism in its economy, but also to the stabilization and
building of a tourist profile, which will enable the economic growth of the region, and thus affect the support of
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local businesses, which requires greater promotion of the tourist potential of Kosovo's regions, that is, the
tourist offer of the Republic of Kosovo in general. This can be achieved by promoting cultural heritage through
traditional local businesses, creating a strategy that will benefit the region of Pec: rich heritage, tourist
destination and economic development, increasing the number of accommodation facilities, attracting
international donors and investors, raising awareness among the local population, the development of
handicrafts and handicraft production, which in conjunction with tourism enables greater economic growth of
the country.

Kosovo has a lot to offer, namely the Kosovo geographical regions with their own cultural sites such as Pec with
the old Karshi, 10 archaeological sites from the 2nd century BC. to modern times, the Towers as distinctive
buildings, the Mosque in the city and 23 other Muslim places of worship, the Patriarchate and 12 Christian
places of worship, including monasteries, etc. one can enjoy the cultural heritage in the ethnographic museum
of the city. The exhibitions in the Towers, in the manifestations of drama, prose and poetry, the musical events
that happen everywhere in different periods of time and seasons. Shar Mountain which offers opportunities to
experience the traditional way of life of people with different languages and unique clothes, weddings and
cultural activities, combined with mountain tourism during spring-summer and winter tourism during winter
longer than five months. Also the extraordinary archaeological sites (Ulpiana city), tourist sites (Spas treatment,
ski centers, rivers, lakes, tourist villages).

The connection of these attractions and tourist sites as a whole as a tourist offer of Kosovo can be done with
traffic infrastructure that needs to be improved and expanded, as well as the use of airports (Pristina, Gjakova,
Kuks) for the arrival of visitors as well as the introduction of new relations is a need and a way that will help in
the development of tourism in Kosovo. Cooperation at the national level, but also with the neighboring
countries of Albania, Montenegro and the Republic of Macedonia, can position Kosovo as a tourist destination
for a large number of tourists. At the same time, care should be taken to maintain the ecological balance in the
regions where it is not damaged, urgent steps to repair the damage done to the ecosystem, elimination of
environmental pollution throughout the country.

In 2022, 297,000 people visited Kosovo, which shows that Kosovo has potential in the area of both mountain
and cultural tourism. The area has good trails for hiking, climbing, cycling and locations suitable for paragliding,
and Rugova is one of the most beautiful places in Kosovo, because the canyon and the river are beautiful, but
cultural tourism is also developing very well in recent years.

Tourism in all countries, whether developed or undeveloped, is a state priority and is also supported by local
businesses, but when we stop from a comparative, research, analytical aspect, we notice a lot of diversity and
differences between countries in terms of support development of local tourism, we say that in order for the
support to work not only in theory, but also in practice, a special budget must be allocated for drafting
standardized and harmonized laws with EU member states, as well as for sharing lips to develop business
activities to create cooperative agreements between domestic and foreign businesses, and then to create state
capacity to move cheap goods across border lines for the good of the country.

Based on these findings, it is necessary to conduct intensive research on the innovation and development of
tourism markets. This should be a broad, well-guided activity in the shaping, preservation and development of
historical and cultural heritage, based on information obtained from interdisciplinary analysis and intersectoral
cooperation. A well-designed project will show the way to the development of tourism in the geographical
regions and at the national level in Kosovo.

Specificities of regions in Kosovo

Kosovo, with its natural values and cultural heritage, is a very attractive place for foreign visitors. However, its
presence on the tourist market was noticed after the seventies of the last century as a consequence of the
major economic, political and social developments in the Kosovo economy, as well as the weaknesses that
existed in terms of tourist facilities and traffic infrastructure. Today, focusing on solving the current problems
and situations, more and more attention is being paid to the promotion and development of tourism, which
makes Kosovo stand out more and more with its tourist offer in the region.

Although tourism potentials are found throughout the territory of Kosovo, nevertheless, based on the natural
attractions and wealth of cultural values, the tourism development of Kosovo is concentrated in a few
municipalities.
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-The region of Pec includes the municipalities of Yunik, Decan, Istog, which are rich in archaeological and
architectural heritage, which bear witness to history, relief and materials, as well as spiritual heritage, which
bears witness to culture, history and tradition.

The region of Pec has 856 monuments of cultural and natural heritage, of which 29 are archaeological sites, 74
sacred monuments, 736 monuments, 7 movable heritage exhibits, 10 examples of spiritual heritage, 1
historical event, 7 natural landscapes and 6 oak trees. Pec, with its enchanting natural resources and tangible
and intangible cultural heritage has been the focus of local and international actors over the last decade as an
ideal tourist attraction, and carefully managed assets combined with the hospitality of local residents can set a
positive example for the rest of the the territory and the region.

On the list of numerous tourist offers in Pec, there are still special spaces for tourists who prefer outdoor
camping with tents or camping cars. It is of great importance to implement a project to increase this offer for
tourists through the municipality, but not even the private sector has shown interest in offering this
opportunity to lovers of this type of tourism, with all the necessary infrastructure they require for camping and
auto- camping.

Year by year, increasing demands, especially in the summer season from visitors for vehicle and tent camping,
which requires infrastructure with electricity, water, sewage and other infrastructure accompanying the
campsites, forces businesses to improvise their own car parks , As a business, within the capacities we have, we
often offer free services to tourists, allowing them to stay with their vehicles in the business parking lots, where
water and electricity were provided free of charge, and they had the benefit of the businesses after they had
eaten in the restaurants that offered them those services for free.

In the region of Pec, 60% of hotel owners do not agree with the question that they should contact customers
before the tourist season. This is probably due to the fact that Pec, as a mountainous region, has no problem
filling the capacities in the winter season, therefore they do not practice contact with customers before each
tourist season.

-Prizren is a historic town and a favorite destination for numerous local and international tourists. According to
the Kosovo Statistics Agency, Prizren attracts more tourists than any other municipality in Kosovo. However,
this flow of visitors is not reflected in overnight stays. The municipalities detected this contradiction and
conducted a survey to understand the reason. The survey clarified the reasons: Prizren is a small town so that
most of the important cultural sights can be visited in a day or two. Hence, most tourists do not stay longer.

Located at the foot of the Shar Mountain, in addition to its cultural heritage, Prizren has a beautiful natural
environment ready to be discovered through skiing and other nature-related activities that, at the same time,
represent a motive for tourists to stay longer. But until three years ago, the infrastructure was not developed
enough for tourists to enjoy the mountains. The association "Sharri Mountaineers", a non-governmental
organization from Prizren, decided to act together with colleagues from another, more experienced, non-
governmental organization - the association of alpinists "Marimangat" from Pec, started with plans for marking
and marking new hiking trails, as well as developing of a promotional campaign to advertise the region as a
natural adventure destination.

Also, according to the municipal authorities, the Jewish Center in Prizren which is being restored can be a point
of reference for attracting tourists from the State of Israel, together with all other monuments of the cultural
and religious heritage of the old city.

The region of Prizren includes the municipalities of Rahovec, Suhareka, Dragash, Malysheva, Shtime and
Mamusha. The administrative and cultural center of this region is the ancient city of Prizren. The city of Prizren
has been known since antiquity as a unique place in the Balkans for the values of cultural heritage, civilizations
and different religions. Thanks to the favorable geographical position, the harmonious intertwining of cultures
throughout history and the numerous monuments of cultural heritage of all times, the city of Prizren rightly

bears the epithet "museum city", "open-air museum" or "Dubrovnik of the Balkans", and is ranked as one of
the most beautiful cities in Kosovo.

-Pristina was mentioned with this name in the Middle Ages, but the traces of the archaeological settlements
around it date back to the Neolithic, like those around the river Grachanka, and it is a beautiful, modern city
with features inherited from the ancient culture: lllyrian, Byzantine and Ottoman periods.

Near Pristina is one of the most important settlements in the region, the Roman Ulpiana, built on the
foundations of an lllyrian settlement, which later, after the earthquake, became one of the largest Byzantine
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centers in the Middle Ages named "Justastiniana seconds", and erected the great Roman- Byzantine Emperor
Justinian in the 15th century. Also, settlements from the early Iron Age have been found in addition to
Taukbashce in the entire complex up to the Germia pool, where the first Illyrian settlements have been
confirmed.

Pristina, for more than a century, after the middle of the 17th century, was under the rule of the Albanian
feudal family Gjini. The old town of Pristina is located between two rivers: Velusha and Pristina (Pristevka),
while the old core of the city with Bezistan, the Lokac Mosque (16th century), the Catholic Church, the
Synagogue and the Old Bazaar were destroyed under communist rule in the 1950s.

Pristina in its region consists of 7 municipalities: Pristina, Podueva, Obili¢, Drenas, Lipjan, Fuse Kosovo and in
the list of cultural heritage for temporary protection a total of 118 objects are listed, of which: 51 profane, 27
sacred and 35 utilitarian.

The organized tourism fair in Pristina is attended by several countries, as well as from the neighborhood, where
experiences are exchanged and they participate in the preparation of joint projects with neighboring countries,
which enable tourism employees to offer new packages and arouse interest among guests from all over the
world. Europe.

-Gjakovica is located in the south-western area of the Republic of Kosovo with its 85 villages and is
characterized by a great wealth of monuments of all categories which include: complexes, traditional houses,
towers, mosques, churches, tekiyas, madrasahs, meitepis, springs, mills and fig. Although as the city most
destroyed by the war in the period 1998-1999, Gjakovo managed to largely preserve and restore its cultural
heritage. 148 monuments have been identified, of which 38 monuments from the category of archaeological
heritage, 1 Complex of the urban complex "Great Bazaar" and 109 architectural heritage monuments of 8 city
towers and 23 towers in the villages.

The tourist center for visitors in the Municipality of Decani, a town and municipality in the Gjakovica district in
Western Kosovo, is an institution that aims to promote tourism in the Dukagjini region in the Republic of
Kosovo. The establishment of this institution was made possible within the framework of the Tourism
Development Project "See you in Dukagjin". This project is financially supported by the EU, managed by the
Office of the European Union in Kosovo and implemented by the Swedish Foundation Cultural Heritage
Without Borders (CHWB) in partnership with the Municipality of Decani. The center's professional team is at
your disposal, which makes sure that your stay in Decani is truly an unforgettable experience. This tourist
information center is equipped with information materials such as brochures, manuals and other information
documents about tourism in Decani. A professional team ensures the organization of a tourist stay in Kosovo,
from transportation to accommodation, from traditional food to cultural visits accompanied by guides. Primary
target groups are men and women who work or are related to the field of hospitality and tourism. More
specifically this group includes building owners, local businesses, female heads of household and family
members in general. Secondary target group are representatives of the cultural community (theatre, music
bands, etc.), NGOs, religious communities, environmental organizations and animal protection associations,
authorities in the target municipalities, regional development agencies and civil society organizations that will
benefit from increased cooperation and information sharing. The Info Center is located in a restored Tower,
adapted with modern elements and at the same time works as an office and as a tourist center with historical
and cultural values, the primary goal of which is to promote tourism in the Dukagjin plain and by informing
local and foreign tourists about recreational tourism activities, to help the residents of the region generate
income through these activities. This program aims to realize the introduction and promotion of the tourism
sector which is on the right path towards environmental conservation, wise use of natural resources and
contribution to the community and environmental protection.

-The Mitrovica region originally had Neolithic, Roman, medieval settlements, towns (casabe) from the Ottoman
period, which includes the municipalities of Vushtri, Skenderaj, Zubin Potok, Zvecan and Leposavic. This craft-
trade city has recently been known as a modern industrial city.

The archaeological and architectural heritage testifies to living in historical periods and the heritage can be
found today in the museums and archives of the region. Archaeological, architectural, mobile and spiritual
cultural heritage are evidence of the past and sensational political and cultural history, not only as knowledge
of the past, but also as a comparison with the present.
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The Mitrovica region as a cultural heritage for protection has 39 movable and 125 immovable exhibits, which
are archaeological reserves, 8 archaeological ensembles, 78 architectural ensembles, respectively 87 with a
vulgar character, 34 of a sacred nature and 4 utilitarian.

The main goal of the Tourist Organization in Mitrovica is the promotion of all tourist potentials and the rich
cultural-historical heritage with a special emphasis on the preservation of the site from the ancient period.
Also, a program for the development of tourism has been adopted, and informative and propaganda materials
and publications, audio and video promotional material, and the internet presentation are also significant. In
order to promote and advance tourism, it actively participates in fairs in the country and abroad and provides
all the necessary information about the tourist offer of the city. In addition to the cooperation of the tourist
organization and agencies in the country and abroad, it mediates in the provision of services in the rental of
accommodation facilities and thus directly affects the improvement of the quality of services in tourism.

Archaeological sites with building remains of ancient Sirmijuma are continuously improved and promoted,
among which stands out the Imperial Palace, an exhibit of inestimable importance, which ranks Mitrovica
among the most important cultural-tourist destinations on the tourist map of the world.

The rich cultural-historical heritage, natural attractions and favorable geographical position enable the
development of various types of tourism: cultural, event, sports, excursion, hunting, rural and transit tourism,
and the Tourist Organization has the task of promoting all these types of tourism equally and develops.

-The Gnjilane region, like the rest of Kosovo, is rich in cultural heritage. Nine years after the establishment of
the Regional Center for Cultural Heritage in Gnjilane, an inventory of cultural objects, which belong to all fields
of heritage in the field of spiritual heritage, has been carried out.

Regarding the region of Gnjilane, the cultural heritage, especially the architectural one, has been damaged by
time and man, and most of the millennia-old cultural heritage of this region is underground, which means that
in order to discover all the wealth, large investments are needed. Also, the Gnjilane region has a small number
of towers, which are mainly located in the southeastern part of Kosovo.

Gnjilane includes six municipalities: Gnjilane, Viti, Artana, Dardana, Kacanik and Hani and Elezit, 174
monuments have been placed under temporary protection. Of these, 134 are from the field of architecture and
40 from archaeology, as indicated: sacred 66, secular 86, utilitarian 17 and as environmental value 5.

Emphasis is placed on cross-border cooperation and the implementation of joint projects with neighboring
countries, among which is the cooperation with the city of Kumanovo.

-The importance of the Ferizaj region lies in the diversity of the cultural heritage that includes the
municipalities of Shtime, Kacanik, Hani and Elezit and Utrpce. All the municipalities covered by the KRCT service
of Ferizaj form a series of cultural heritage, belonging to different eras, whether from the Neolithic, such as
Varos, early medieval Kacanik, Nikadin, medieval Nerodimja and Jezerci; the Ottoman period is found in almost
all countries covered by this center.

The region of Ferizaj is rich in both movable and spiritual heritage that proves that we live in historical periods,
as evidence of the past, but also for comparison with the present time. The Ferizaj region has listed a total of
130 assets in the List of Cultural Heritage for temporary protection, of which 12 are movable and 118
immovable exhibits, of which 19 are archaeological reserves, 27 archaeological ensembles, 72 architectural
ensembles, respectively 18 of a secular nature, 51 of a sacred nature and 49 utilitarian.

Ferizaj is the city that combines tourism, religious harmony and youthful spirit and is rich in incredible natural
beauty, including its extraordinary landscapes and majestic mountain ranges with the village of Jezerci. Various
festivals are held in this city which has a very rich culture with religious tolerance.

Although it may be a relatively new city, the region around it has been inhabited since the 6th millennium BC.
Archaeological finds in the village of Varos, which is located only 3 kilometers south of the city, bear witness to
the civilization that flourished here in the Neolithic period. From the 18th century BC, until the Roman
occupation, Ferizaj and its surroundings were inhabited by the Dardanians. In the region of Urosevac, mounds
from the Dardanian cemetery were discovered, including graves dating from the 8th and 7th centuries BC. in
Gerlica (Gurez), as well as a necropolis of mounds in Zaskok.

The city has a central position in relation to the territory of the municipality at 580 meters above sea level. Its
favorable geographical location is further enhanced by the intersection of ancient roads, such as the Prizren-
Anamorava and Pristina-Skopje roads, making Ferizaj an easily accessible center for exploration.
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Whether you are an avid history buff, nature lover or just looking for an unforgettable adventure, it offers an
experience that will leave an indelible mark on any trip.

Management of cultural values and development of historical and cultural tourism

The management of cultural-historical monuments and their cultural values is of great importance, considering
that they transparently show the past of this environment.

In this aspect, a specific commitment is needed, mainly from the local self-government in cooperation with
various tourist agencies and institutions that should advocate through their tourism programs that will foresee
the revitalization of localities and landmarks, their promotion and finding ways to attract tourists. . The
indifferent or indifferent attitude of the travel agencies towards the old cities cannot be justified at all, when it
is known that it remains temporary or very little by not offering the real cultural and historical values of these
cities to the tourist clientele.

Kosovo is known for its culture and history, as well as for its excellent nature and climate. The cultural and
historical goods have awakened the interest of tourists visiting this place. The following recommendations
should be considered for the improvement, expansion and development of historical and cultural tourism:
Promoting tourist guide books in history and culture, making information available on tourist websites, opening
bookstores and travel agencies, providing tourist guides and tourist signals which are translated into English
but also in other languages, promoting cultural activities such as sightseeing tours, folk performances,
traditional music and dances, as well as leaflets and the Internet, organizing cultural, historical and festival
activities at regular intervals , especially aimed at prominent people from the region, hiring tourist guides,
organizing courses and trainings to increase the capacity of tourist guides, possibly certifying them, targeting
special markets through associations - cultural, historical, handicrafts, folklore, dance, music, etc - and special
websites, the improvement of tourism products, cooperation and invitation of tour operators and journalists to
see the possibilities available to the region.

The development and promotion of local tourism based on local resources, with local people involved in the
decision-making process and benefiting directly from the results and profits. This is achieved by the idea of
global thinking and local action, as local traditions and cultural identity are essential for communities in Kosovo.

The constitution stipulates that Kosovo's institutions will "ensure the preservation and protection of its cultural
and religious heritage." In the Government Program 2015-2018, the protection of cultural heritage was stated
through several plans and concepts. With the adoption of the National Strategy for Cultural Heritage 2017-
2027 in December 2016, the Government provided a strategic document for the protection, preservation and
promotion of the cultural heritage of International Council on Monuments. When these instruments are
implemented by the Kosovo institutions, it will mean the fulfilment of modern heritage management
standards. The strategy thus marks a milestone for heritage institutions, as it represents the first
comprehensive practical policy document produced through an inclusive consultative process, in line with key
international standards.

Other institutions that manage and care for the cultural heritage of the Republic of Kosovo in addition to the
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports are the Kosovo Institute for the Protection of Monuments, the
Inspectorate for Cultural Heritage, the Museum of Kosovo, the Archaeological Institute of Kosovo, regional
centers for cultural heritage, local communities, tourist information centers, the Council for Cultural Heritage
of Kosovo.

In order to coordinate their general activities regarding cultural heritage, the Ministry of Culture, together with
the Liaison Office of the European Commission for Kosovo (EULO) and the Special Representative of the
European Union (EUSR) established a Forum for Exchange of Information on Cultural Heritage in the Republic
of Kosovo.

The intangible cultural heritage

The intangible cultural heritage of Kosovo, with its rich origins, is going through difficult times, which is partly
due to the lack of recognition or acceptance of local cultures at the local level, as well as insufficient knowledge
of traditional values, including rituals, dances, folk songs as basic elements of today's society. While society
remains indifferent to the destruction of tangible heritage, elements of intangible heritage suffer further due to
lack of awareness and education of the general public.
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Traditions and folklore are present throughout the history of Kosovo and these two elements have played a key
role in transmitting information, history and events between communities and generations. The low level of
education and dynamism of the way of life in rural areas limits the possibility to document important
developments in written form.

The transmission of cultural values to future generations, such as the old Besa and Kanun for about five
centuries, which were created and maintained by a traditional institution called the ode. The concept of
"chamber", if considered as a gathering space or traditional institution, is an ingrained value of the intangible
cultural heritage of Kosovo. The chamber represents, figuratively, a special space of a house, which is dedicated
only to the elderly to discuss important family, common or national issues. The chamber symbolizes the court
where men gather to discuss and resolve property problems, blood feuds, etc. This space was also an
important square for social and cultural life and entertainment for men, but, after many centuries of existence,
the "room" is still alive and valued in certain communities in Kosovo.

Cultural values have always been part of heritage, identity and treating heritage as a collective responsibility
has not been the same throughout history, however, in recent decades in Kosovo, attitudes towards heritage
preservation have not changed significantly. Recently, as people become more aware of their surroundings,
communities are seeing the demolition of buildings of cultural significance. Fortunately, there are still small
groups of dedicated citizens and organizations that are trying to protect the existing cultural heritage of the
Republic of Kosovo.

In terms of tourism and cultural heritage, usually the two were inextricably linked. People visit places for
buildings, stories they offer for their cultural value and heritage, therefore the need to promote cultural
heritage would help in the development of cultural tourism. Along with heritage, cultural tourism allows local
residents to promote their local traditions, cultural products, rituals, restoring the pride of the people in the
country and their traditions.

In the context of Kosovo, cultural heritage is valued based on its aesthetic values and collective memory.
However, taking into account the existential and priority needs of the population in Kosovo, where people have
to take care of their daily needs, preservation and protection of the cultural heritage is not seen as the main
priority of the majority of the population.

At the same time, little has been done in Kosovo to promote the cultural heritage for the development of
tourism. Some institutional and independent initiatives have proven to be ineffective, uncreative and as such
initiatives have failed to attract tourists to develop local tourism and even less international tourism. On the
other hand, international organizations in Kosovo have made significant efforts to create a platform for cultural
heritage policy development. Through various projects and initiatives, international organizations have
encouraged the production of handicraft products and their distribution and sale regionally. This raised
people's awareness of their traditions and to some extent their cultural heritage.

Festivals and cultural events

A large number of cultural events are organized in different cities of Kosovo. These activities are mainly
organized by civic organizations and cultural operators and attract local and foreign tourists.

One of the most influential events organized every year is the documentary film festival Dokufest in Prizren,
where a large number of guests were foreign visitors. Research conducted by the GAP Institute during the
tenth edition of this festival shows that the economic impact of Dokufest on GDP is 3.1 million euros, while this
figure is expected to be 21.9 million euro in the next four-year period. At this festival, an exchange of business
ideas takes place, and bars, hotels, restaurants, as well as travel agencies, banks and telecommunications
companies traditionally participate. The festival has become one of the qualifying festivals for the British
Academy of Film and Television Awards ("BAFTA"), and in recent years has been part of the "25 coolest film
festivals in the world" list of "Movie Maker" magazine. Veton Nurkolari is one of the founders of the festival. It
is said that immediately after the war there was a need to bring cultural energy to the city, so they thought of
organizing a film festival, but they had no idea how to do it. Ten people thought and none of them had any
experience with organizing a film festival, none of them even visited a film festival at the time, however, they
decided to try.

Similar cultural events are organized in other cities of Kosovo, such as Green Fest in Mitrovica, Festival "In the
Park" in Pec, Tour de Kosovo in different cities, Anibar in Pec, NGOM Fest in Prizren, Skena UP in Pristina, Green
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Fest attractive an event for the Balkan audience, especially for young people, etc. Being organized in Mitrovica,
it offers a particularly attractive element for the international audience, given the political specifics of the city.
It is one of the few cultural activities offered to foreign visitors in northern Kosovo, which has turned out to be
a successful festival. In the park is a festival that aims to promote art, nature and tourism in the region of Pec,
so the organizers set the date of the festival every year during the summer season, while the park is used as a
performance field. In addition, they offer bike tours and other activities for visitors in cooperation with tour
operators in the region.

Tour de Kosovo is another tourist attraction that uses cycling to promote Kosovo's cultural and natural
heritage. The number of local and foreign participants in this event is constantly increasing. The number of
applications has increased and most of them come from foreign manufacturers. Anibar also offers special tour
programs to cultural and natural heritage sites in the region of Pec.

NGOM Festival is a music festival in Prizren, which gathers dozens of music groups and DJs from all over the
world every year. It attracts thousands of visitors from Kosovo, the region and beyond, and was also awarded
by the local government as the most massive cultural event of the year. In addition, Pristina hosts numerous
cultural events throughout the year. One of the most successful events in terms of attracting tourists is the
Skena UP film and theater festival, which successfully organized and managed to bring thousands of tourists
from all over the world to Pristina.

Some of the main events in Kosovo:

Dokufest Prizren in August, Anibar in Pecs in August, Green Festival in Pristina in July, Diving Competition in
Djakovica in July, Freedom Festival in Pristina in June, NGOM in Prizren in June or July, International Festival of
Young Musicians, DAM in Pristina in March, Pérralla in Gjakovica in May, Meeting of Styles in Pristina in May,
Skena in Pristina in November, Jazz Festival in Pristina in November, Into de Park in Pecs in October, Gjakova
Marathon Gjakovica in October, Hardh Fest in Orahovac in September. (Source: Profil sektor turizma — KIESA
(2014).

Ethnography - traditional clothing and folklore of Kosovo, a national treasure

Clothing is no longer just an object that is interpreted as a survival from antiquity, it is necessary to see what
happens to the heritage of popular clothing, the tendency of its inclusion in commercialism and tourism by
concretizing this research that helps in the documentation and knowledge of the past, for motifs and colors,
through a catalog within the Project "Folk Costumes in Kosovo".

Albanian ethnography has so far recognized about 140 different forms of folk costume. The costumes of that
time now continue to live on as a tradition. Much has been written about Albanian national costumes in ethnic
areas, especially those in Kosovo, especially by Mark Krasnigi, Drita Statovci, Uka heema, Shpresa Sicecaet, but
the greatest connoisseur Rrok Zojzi remains Albanian costume for all time. Andromagqi Jerergi, Aferdita Onuzi,
Igbal Bihiku, Max Velo and many others have also contributed to this ethnocultural field, which characterize
different times. Modern times and the influences of population movements towards western countries have
significantly reduced the interest in making Albanian folk costumes. Such behavior will surely impoverish the
already small fund of folk costumes. In ethnic Albanian areas, at least 140 different forms of folk costumes are
known so far, realized in more than 5000 types and variants, which are grouped by gender in different
ethnographic areas.

Costume design or folk clothing has always been treated as the main element of the spiritual and material
culture of an ethnic group, and folk clothing is the result of a process of development, transformation,
evolution and perfection over the centuries. At the same time, the Albanian ethnographic science has achieved
significant results, such as structural, morphological, artistic, functional, typological and historical aspects,
which means that costumes from different eras continue to live as tradition and culture. The motifs created in
Albanian clothing change over time, and the sun in a spiral form was the most prevalent, followed by the
double-headed eagle, the snake as a protector of the house, the snake as an enemy, drango, the back of the
fish and others. In different historical periods it has been observed when strong colors dominated or were
sometimes replaced by lighter colors.

The current Kosovar culture was also influenced by the other ethnic minorities in the region that make them
up. Thus, instruments such as Kemenche and traditional dances such as Hora from Turkish culture become a
symbol of Kosovo's ethnic identity. Similarly, the instrument known as Cifteli is also a widely used instrument in

12



XXI. IBANESS Congress Series on Economics, Business and Management — Plovdiv / Bulgaria March 16-17, 2024
XXI. IBANESS iktisat, Isletme ve Yénetim Bilimleri Kongreler Serisi — Plovdiv / Bulgaristan 16-17 Mart 2024

Kosovo with origins in Turkish culture dating back to the early Ottoman Empire. Also accepted was the music
known as "talava", fast folk music, which has had a great influence in recent years in Kosovo culture.

Traditional food in Kosovo

The national food of Kosovo is cheese burek. Bajrek is a type of baked or filled pastry. They are made from a
thin flaky dough known as phyllo dough and are filled with salty cheese (often feta), minced meat, potatoes or
other vegetables.

The most famous of all and the most characteristic "flia" is prepared all year round, but is a favorite in the
summer. Flia made with "sach" is a specialty of traditional Albanian cuisine, which is mostly prepared in the
mountainous regions. It is surely one of the typical Kosovar dishes that all the locals will recommend. Baklava is
one of the traditional cakes of Kosovar cuisine, although it is of Turkish origin. Baklasarem is also a traditional
food of Kosovo, it is a savory pie with a topping of yogurt and garlic. Kosovo cuisine has developed under the
influence of Albanian, Turkish, Serbian, Croatian, Greek and Italian dishes. Meat is well represented in their
daily meals. Due to the harsh continental climate, the vegetable blooms seasonally mainly in summer.

CONCLUSION

Heritage is an important element for tourism. The cultural heritage of a country can attract more tourists from
all over the world and can become a catalyst for the development of tourism in the country. Culture and
heritage, through values, beliefs, art, monuments, buildings and other elements, represent the national
identity and integrity of the people.

Kosovo, with its cultural heritage, is attractive for the development of tourism. The cultural and material
heritage of Kosovo was created between ancient civilizations and after the new era. Kosovo inherits a rich
cultural heritage and is part of the world cultural heritage.

Although it is a small country, the cultural heritage of Kosovo is quite rich. This has influenced visits to cultural-
historical monuments not to be absent, as different population groups organize visits to these monuments in
different parts of the country for different purposes.

By focusing on the cultural heritage of the cities in the Republic of Kosovo and its historical values not only
contribute to their development, but also to the development of Kosovo as a whole, and the numerous
remains of the past suggest that this area has been inhabited since ancient times, for which the fact speaks for
the most visited places, namely: the Fountain, the Castle, the League of Prizren, the Archaeological Museum
and the Sinan Pasha Mosque.

In connection with increasing the development of tourism and cultural heritage in Kosovo is the further
promotion of tourist destinations in various ways and the protection of cultural heritage.

Tourism in all countries is a state priority, and it is also supported by local businesses, but we notice a lot of
diversity and differences between countries in terms of supporting the development of local tourism, and for
this it is necessary to allocate a special budget for the preparation of standardized and harmonized laws with
the EU member states, as well as for the implementation of programs for the development of tourism, for
cooperation between domestic and foreign businesses, etc. For this purpose, it is necessary to conduct
intensive research on the innovation and development of tourism markets. This should be a broad, well-guided
activity in the shaping, preservation and development of historical and cultural heritage, based on information
obtained from interdisciplinary analysis and intersectoral cooperation.
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Well-designed national and local strategies, programs and projects for the promotion and development of
tourism will enable a faster development of tourism in the regions and at the national level in Kosovo, from
which other projects that are directly or indirectly related to the development of tourism in general will result.
and with the economic and cultural development of the regions, but also of Kosovo.

Kosovo has many potentials for the development of many forms of tourism. The best indicators are the many
natural potentials and the many values of cultural heritage that are present throughout the country. Tourist
movements and circulation are increasing day by day. In a word, a successful tourist product is being created
which is in the function of tourists. All tourist regions of Kosovo have conditions for tourism development,
somewhere more or less.

Kosovo's cultural heritage and natural beauty are evident in its diverse array of tourist attractions. Pristina, the
capital city, offers a blend of Ottoman architecture, modern landmarks, and vibrant cultural scenes. Prizren,
captivates visitors with its medieval architecture, Ottoman bridges, and charming Old Town.

Beyond its cities, Kosovo's natural landscapes provide a haven for outdoor enthusiasts. The Sharr Mountains,
bordering North Macedonia, offer hiking trails, pristine lakes, and opportunities for winter sports. The Rugova
Canyon, Europe's deepest canyon, provides breathtaking scenery and opportunities for rafting and kayaking.
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Abstract: This study constitutes a fundamental analysis of the touristic-environmental assessment of the Pérmet area and
its typical products. Pérmet, a city rich in history and culture, offers an excellent natural environment and a rich variety of
unique local products. This examination focuses on the touristic and environmental values of this area, utilizing various
analytical and evaluative methods. In an era where tourism is a significant economic sector, evaluating the tourism
potential of specific areas is crucial for economic development and environmental protection. The analysis of tourism
potentials in Pérmet will encompass various aspects such as cultural and natural attractions, possible tourist activities,
infrastructure, and the involvement of the local community in tourism development. Furthermore, this study will seek to
include the analysis of typical Pérmet products, examining their role in tourist attractions and their impact on the local
economy. Typical products such as traditional foods, handicrafts, and local items have the potential to enhance the
attractiveness of the tourist destination and contribute to the sustainable development of the area. This analysis aims to
provide concrete recommendations for the tourism development of Pérmet and the improvement of promoting local
typical products, making it a desired destination for tourists and supporting the economic development of the local
community.

Key word: Pérmet, turism, factor, destination, development. territory,

INTRODUCTION
National Context

Albania is now in transition and has seen significant economic growth in recent years. Following the fall of
communism (1991-1992) and a decade of instability, Albania has had a high emigration rate (15-20%), with
movement from rural to urban regions. Albanian remittances continue to account for a large share of the
country's GDP and are a key driver of economic development and investment. While major cities are constantly
developing, the situation remains critical in the north and in some southern areas of the country, including the
region of Pérmet, where, despite significant interventions from donors, NGOs, and associations, there is still a
highly critical situation due to the high proportion of the workforce migrating One of the reasons for the
country's development is the strategic concept of tourism, providing operational directions for assessing
tourism values, so that Albania becomes a future destination in the international tourism market attracting
foreign tourists. Attracting foreign tourists will influence Albania to utilize its tourism capacities to ensure
maximum benefit from the influx of foreign currency, which will contribute to the growth of the tourism sector
in Albania with the same principles on which the tourism industry operates globally. Tourism represents a key
focus for the economic and social development of Albania, contributing to the generation of higher revenues in
many related economic sectors and providing opportunities for employment and self-employment in the
country. With abundant natural resources, historical sites, and a rich cultural heritage, Albania possesses
outstanding tourism potential that can help establish a recognizable identity for Albanian tourism. This will
positively impact international competitiveness and Albania's positioning in the global tourism market, making
it a preferred destination at national, regional, European, and global levels. The tourism sector, which
constitutes 24% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in Albania, extends as a key component of the national
economy and foreign trade, thus demonstrating its significance for the country's economic development.

The contribution of tourism to the economy 2019 2020 2021 2022*
Number of foreign tourists (millions) 6.4 2.7 5.7 7.5
Total tourism contribution (billion euros) 2.9 1.4 2.6 3.6
Estimated average contribution per tourist (eur) 453 519 456 480
Total number of tourism employees (thousands) 244 178.6 226 250
Total contribution to GDP 20.3% 10.7% 17.4% 24.0%

Source: Tourism and Hospitality in Albania 2022, UNDP
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Despite historical challenges such as seasonal tourism, lack of services, low average costs and insufficient
workforce, Albania has experienced an increase in its position and stability in the global tourism market. More
precisely, there was a noticeable increase of about 33% in the number of foreign nationals visiting from other
countries compared to the previous year, according to INSTAT.

Regional context

The district of Pérmet is located in the southeast of Albania, it has an area of 929 km? and the city of Pérmet is
also known as the city of roses. The district of PEérmet is inserted into the bay of a valley crossed by the river
Vjosa and is surrounded by beautiful mountains with a special flora and fauna of the area. There are also large
natural parks with a great natural interest, such as Bredhi i Hotova and the springs of hot sulphurous water in
the Langarica valley, which form natural pools and are easy to visit. In addition, there are numerous
monuments of great historical interest, including many churches, monasteries of the Byzantine era,
archaeological ruins and remains of Turkish rule (castles, bridges, etc.). In addition to the rites of the Christian
religion, Muslim ones have also been added in a special way, as well as the movement of Bektashism which is
found mainly in the villages of Ali Postivan and Frashér, which are known for their development as well as for
pilgrimage. Another aspect that makes this valley famous is the typical agro-food aspect. The typical
agricultural products of the area are of high quality and especially the viticulture, especially the autochthonous
varieties, Debin e Bardhé, Debin e zeze, Sinanbel, fruit trees such as; cherries, apples, plums, walnuts, etc., as
well as flavoring and medicinal plants, wormwood, sage, salep, tea, sturgeon, and herbal products are of a
special quality. The wine and brandy of Pérmet have always been honored with the best in Albania. Regardless
of the many assets, the Pérmet District remains underdeveloped in the context of Albania, as a place where the
emigration of residents has excluded it from the socio-economic changes of today's Albania. There are no
tourism projects and the skills to promote these projects are completely lacking.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The study methods rely on secondary data obtained from reputable institutions such as the Bank of Albania,
Institute of Statistics, and the Ministry of Finance, which provide annual abstracts of statistics. Additionally,
data from various publications in economic journals and reports from national and international agencies were
utilized. These sources ensure the reliability and accuracy of the data used in the study, allowing for
comprehensive analysis and assessment of the tourism sector's contribution to the economy.

Aims and objectives of the study

The main objective of this study is the touristic-environmental assessment of the Pérmet area
The aims of this study are:

(a) the development of this area

(b) to comprehend the main problems tourism sector in Pérmet;

ECONOMIC STRATEGIES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PERMET AREA

Albania has been appreciated by many international operators and visitors for its beautiful nature and
landscapes. The natural and rural areas in Albania offer opportunities for the development of rural tourism,
mountain tourism, ecotourism and outdoor activities (rafting, parachuting, mountain biking, fishing, trekking,
mountain climbing, nature walking-hiking, horse riding, tours study, etc.). Some of these activities are the main
motive of visits by foreign visitors to natural areas. As for mountain tourism, there have been positive
developments, as a result of which a significant number of organized tours have stabilized in Theth, Vermosh-
Lepushég, Valboné and Tropoja, in the Albanian Alps, Dibér and the area of Bulgiza, the mountainous area of
Tirana, ZONE the mountain areas of Elbasan and Librazhdi, the mountain area of Korga, the mountain of
Tomori, Llogara and Karabur and the mountain area of Gjirokastra and Pérmet. On the other hand, tourism in
protected environmental areas is added to this category. The basis of the system of environmental protected
areas consists of 15 national parks, several managed nature reserves and protected landscapes, which contain
the greatest natural values and biodiversity in the country (Ministry of Tourism 2024). The area of Pérmet has
an extraordinary tourist potential due to its natural landscape, cultural heritage and thermal springs.
Investments in tourism infrastructure, promotion of local attractions and improvement of tourism services can
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help increase the number of visitors and income of the tourism sector. The economic development of the
Pérmet area also affects the development of agriculture and agrotourism, this is related as Pérmet is known for
its natural beauty and agricultural products which can be attractive to tourists. Investing in the development of
sustainable agriculture and promoting agritourism can create new employment opportunities and contribute
to the growth of the local economy. The typical products of PErmet such as honey, breast milk, olive oil, and
other agricultural and handicraft products have a great potential for domestic trade and export. Promoting
these products in the domestic and international market can increase income for local farmers and producers.
Improving road, water and energy infrastructure in the Pérmet area is essential to facilitate access and
connection to domestic and international markets, thus making it more attractive to investors and other
businesses. The development of the service sector such as education, health, and information technology can
create new employment opportunities and help increase the standard of living in the Pérmet area. In addition
to the economic aspect, social innovation has an important impact on the social and cultural aspect of the
territory. Through innovative community involvement projects, connections between individuals and different
groups have been strengthened, promoting cooperation, solidarity and cultural diversity (Minga, A et al 2024).

For the realization of the strategy, are evaluated three guiding principles:
e Partnerships

In the conditions of rapid market changes, partnerships at the national and international levels are necessary to
be successful with the aim of being competitive ("cooperate to compete"). As one of the high-quality places of
nature and culture, Pérmeti will seek to position itself authentically as an attractive destination for tourists.
These partnerships result in benefits for all participants involved.

The mission of the tourism partners:

e Hospitality of tourists: To improve the experience of visitors, it is important to understand hospitality and
ensure a high quality of service. This includes friendly treatment, providing necessary information and
helping to solve any problems the visitor may have.

e Environmental protection and development: In order to preserve natural beauty and promote sustainable
tourism, it is necessary for the community, businesses and institutions to cooperate to protect the
environment. Investments in projects that promote a clean environment and eco-tourism help develop the
area in a way that respects nature.

e Supporting cultural heritage: To promote the unique identity of the Pérmet area, it is important to create
spaces for local culture and traditions. This may include organizing cultural events, exhibitions of local
handicrafts, and promoting traditional cuisine to strengthen links with the country's cultural heritage.

Improvement in these aspects will help increase the tourist attractiveness of the Pérmet area and create an
unforgettable experience for visitors. Undoubtedly, tourism stands out as a significant social and economic
force in contemporary society. Initially, during the early 1900s, it was a pursuit largely reserved for a privileged
minority, but over time, the opportunity to engage in tourism has become increasingly accessible to a wider
audience. Concurrently, distinctions between various tourism destinations and modes of travel, once indicative
of social status, have become less rigid, signifying a democratization of tourism (Urry & Larsen, 2011). This
evolution has led to tourism being recognized as the largest peaceful movement of people across cultural
boundaries in history. Tourism, one of the most developed and fastest growing sectors in the world arena, is
often compared with the technology and telecommunications industries as one of the three main engines of
the global economy in the 21st century (Aynalem S. Birhanu K, Tesefay S, 2016). This sector stands out for its
high labor intensity and its key role in job creation, serving as an important source of employment. Tourism
offers many employment opportunities in the areas of accommodation, transport and attractions, making the
availability of a skilled and trained workforce an essential factor for the success of any tourism plan or program
(International Labor Organization, 2010). However, this industry faces challenges such as unstable
employment, low job status, long working hours, and low wages, resulting in difficult recruitment and retention
of suitable personnel. In many countries, tourism's contribution to employment is seen as indispensable, and
the tourism and hospitality industry is often regarded as a catalyst for local economic development. However,
the lack of attention to working conditions and the rights of employees in this sector has been highlighted.
Qualified and motivated staff are seen as the heart of an excellent and fast service delivery system in tourism.
Regarding the relationship between human resources and tourism, a key part is ensuring an adequate supply of
good quality staff and a stable workforce. Managers and consumers must treat employees with fairness and
social equity to ensure a quality experience for tourists. In this regard, the professionalism of the employees is
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rewarded with a favorable image of the tourist destination. Tourism, although having a positive impact on
reducing cyclical unemployment, faces the challenges of seasonality that bring volatility to the sector's income.
This makes it important for detailed studies about the impact of seasonality on employment in tourism and
research on methods to alleviate these challenges.

* Quality

With its history, culture, nature, hospitality and traditional cuisine, it will leave an indelible impression on
visitors discovering these special qualities of the country. By continuously offering the right products of the
required quality and value to meet the demands of tourists, Pérmeti can compete successfully in national
markets in the field of tourism. Also, territorial innovation systems increase productivity, direct investments
and innovation activities stimulate the development of new business forms and affect the expansion of the
existing economic structure s. (Minga, A., et al 2023). The absence of the economic structures in the process of
collection and distribution of the products has encouraged the development of the direct circuits of
commercialization, from rural producers to interme- diaries, or from agro-enterprises to regional intermedi-
aries. (Muca E, et al 2018)

¢ Human resource

Employees and entrepreneurs make the difference. They are the most useful resource for meeting the requests
of friends and travelers. Only well-trained entrepreneurs who establish appealing structures and educate
professional workers who are service-oriented and prepared to accept accountability for their actions will be
able to meet the increasing needs of local and international visitors. The link between human resources and
tourism may be defined in two ways. First, tourism can only thrive if the business has an appropriate supply of
high-quality employees or a sustainable workforce. The third issue is that how employees are handled by
management and consumers, and vice versa, should be consistent with social equality and fairness. Equally
crucial is the quality.

Objectives related to the tourist market

Quality objectives

»  Ensuring and maintaining a long-term development

» Marketing and management of competitive experience
» Improving the quality of products and services

» Creation of a promotable product at an affordable price
» Creating a positive image

Economic objective

The main sources of income in the field of tourism are accommodation, food/drinks, souvenirs/gifts, tourist
guides, etc. The increase in the number of overnight stays of domestic and foreign tourists from year to year is
not evenly distributed. Growth has been slow in the short and medium term and higher in the long term,
mainly from foreign tourists from Western and Southern Europe.

Structural objective

» \Visitors

» Overnight stays of Foreign Tourism
» Regional development of hotels

» Accommodation structures

CHALLENGES TO DEVELOPMENT IN THE PERMET AREA

Pérmet has experienced numerous important hurdles in its pursuit of sustainable development. These issues
include significant unemployment, particularly among young people, insufficient infrastructure, seasonal
tourism, environmental protection, a lack of investment, and little use of technology. To achieve sustainable
development, local governments, the central government, and the private sector must work together to create
and implement creative policies to boost economic development and enhance living circumstances in the
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region. What will be the Pérmet area's strategic management challenges? We have picked the following
categories for the strategic administration of the Pérmet:

1. Development of Tourism:

e Improving the structures and organization of domestic tourism and its offerings.

e Providing the required area for the building of lodging structures in collaboration with governmental
entities.

e Concentrating on places with high development potential, such as Gryka e Kelcyres, National Forest of
Hotoves, and Thermal Waters of Benjes.

2. Concurrence:

Using an advantageous pricing strategy to attract domestic and foreign tourists.

e Combining mountain tourism with the use of natural resources to differentiate the tourist product.

Identifying direct competitors such as Gjirokastra, Korga, and Berati and adapting the strategy accordingly.
3. Customer Orientation:

e  Focus on regional and national markets for the short term.

Market segmentation on approximate basis such as families with children, those who prefer traditional
food and local products, as well as youth and long-term sports adventurers.

4. Positioning:

e Using the positioning of the Pérmet area as a tourist destination in the south of Albania, with an emphasis
on natural beauty, mountain tourism and the flow of the Vjosé river.

e Adaptation of products and services to define a unique and attractive identity for the area.

e These strategic directions help in formulating a short- and medium-term vision for the development of
Pérmet as an attractive and competitive tourist destination in the tourism market.

CONCLUSIONS

Pérmet area (Albania region) is a destination that has the potential to offer domestic and foreign tourists year-
round tourism and this is the main objective of all interest groups related to the tourism and hospitality
industry. This destination can increase the number of its tourists by offering a unique product, traditional and
inherited hospitality between generations.

The tourism-environmental evaluation of Pérmet (Albania) and its typical products focuses on the area's
natural beauty, cultural legacy, and traditional items that make it appealing. Pérmet, located in the center of
Albania, has stunning landscape, a rich history, and a varied selection of locally made items that add to its
popularity as a tourist destination. This evaluation evaluates the area's environmental features, including
biodiversity, ecological sustainability, and the influence of human activities on the natural environment.

In addition, the tourism potential assessment of Pérmet takes into consideration both natural and cultural
attractions, as well as available tourist infrastructure and the involvement of the local community in tourism
development efforts. By analyzing these factors, the assessment aims to identify opportunities for increasing
sustainable tourism while maintaining the environmental integrity and cultural authenticity of the region.

The importance of typical products of Pérmet, such as traditional foods, crafts and local specialties, in
improving the experience of tourists and in supporting the local economy. The role of products in attracting
visitors, contributing to cultural identity and promoting economic development within the region. Overall, this
tourism-environmental assessment provides valuable data on the potential of the Pérmet area as a tourist
destination, emphasizing the importance of sustainable practices, community engagement and promotion of
local products in maximizing tourism opportunities while preserving the natural heritage and cultural area.
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Abstract: This paper aims to examine societal attitudes towards entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship, drawing insights
from the perspective of entrepreneurs in the Republic of Moldova. The primary data collection method was a survey of 204
entrepreneurs in 2022, with the active participation of the author. In addition, an analysis of supplementary data from the
Global Entrepreneurship Index revealed Moldova's position in terms of entrepreneurial attitudes in the global context. The
results of our study revealed a relatively positive and neutral attitude towards entrepreneurship within society. However, a
notable negative perception persists, particularly towards entrepreneurs who have experienced business failure. This
phenomenon highlights the importance of taking these nuanced attitudes into account when developing policies and
programmes to support entrepreneurs and enterprises.
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INTRODUCTION

Entrepreneurship plays a key role in fostering economic development, competitiveness, innovation and job
creation within a nation. Theoretical and empirical studies highlight that entrepreneurship not only stimulates
innovation, creates employment opportunities, and increases competition, but also boosts productivity
through technological progress (Acs et al., 2008; Audretsch et.al., 2019). As a result, there is widespread
recognition that the role of the entrepreneur is central to societal well-being and has the potential to enhance
the social status of entrepreneurs (Aldrich & Yang, 2012). Understanding attitudes towards entrepreneurship is
crucial for developing effective policies and strategies to support entrepreneurial endeavors.

Societal attitudes toward entrepreneurship can significantly impact a country's competitiveness on the global
stage. When a society fosters a positive outlook on entrepreneurship, it cultivates an environment conducive to
innovation, growth, and economic development. Individuals with a strong entrepreneurial attitude and
intention play a crucial role in driving progress and competitiveness within the business sector (Franco Mario,
2020). Furthermore, by encouraging entrepreneurship, societies can harness the potential of talented
individuals to create sustainable businesses that generate employment opportunities and drive wealth
creation. This not only boosts the standard of living for citizens but also strengthens the country's competitive
position by fostering a skilled workforce and a thriving business ecosystem.

In recent years, the concept of entrepreneurship has received considerable attention from researchers, policy
makers and practitioners alike. Success stories of start-ups and innovative ventures have fuelled interest in
entrepreneurial activity as a means of driving economic growth and technological progress. However, the
propensity for entrepreneurship is complex and influenced by a variety of factors ranging from cultural norms
and education to regulatory frameworks and access to resources. It is therefore essential to examine the
specific attitudes towards entrepreneurship in individual countries in order to develop strategies that can
effectively harness entrepreneurial potential.

This paper aims to explore attitudes towards entrepreneurship and entrepreneurs within Moldovan society,
based on the perceptions of entrepreneurs. Through this research, we aim to contribute to the existing body of
knowledge on entrepreneurial attitudes in Republic of Moldova. This research can be valuable in formulating
recommendations to guide policy makers and stakeholders in fostering a more conducive environment for
entrepreneurial activities.

DATA SOURCES and METHODS

To gain insights into how individuals in Moldova perceive entrepreneurship, data was collected through a
survey conducted between June and October 2022, completed by business owners or managers who have a
good understanding of the situation within their business. The survey included responses from 204
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entrepreneurs in Moldova. The composition of this sample was deliberately designed to reflect the key
demographic characteristics that define the broader business sector.

The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) software was used to analyze the data collected. The
survey instrument contained questions that allowed participants to select answers from a pre-defined range of
options. A Likert scale from 1 to 5 was used to assess people's attitudes towards entrepreneurship. A score of 1
indicated a very negative attitude, 2 indicated a somewhat negative attitude, 3 indicated a neutral attitude, 4
indicated a somewhat positive attitude and 5 indicated a very positive attitude.

In order to measure society's perception of entrepreneurship, the questionnaire included three different
groups of indicators under this thematic pillar, including:

i) Society's attitude towards successful entrepreneurs.
ii) Attitudes towards entrepreneurs who have experienced business failure or bankruptcy.
iii) The general attitude of the population towards entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship.

In addition to the primary survey data, this study includes complementary information from the Global
Entrepreneurship Index, an internationally recognized ranking developed by the Global Entrepreneurship and
Development Institute. This additional data source not only serves as an external validation of the findings, but
also enhances the research by providing additional insights that go beyond the scope of the questionnaire, thus
offering a comprehensive perspective on the broader landscape of attitudes towards entrepreneurship.

RESULTS and DISCUSSIONS

Assessment of attitudes towards entrepreneurship in the Republic of Moldova based on the Global
Entrepreneurship Index. The Global Entrepreneurship Index is a comprehensive composite index developed by
the Global Entrepreneurship and Development Institute that assesses entrepreneurial attitudes, skills and
aspirations at the individual and institutional levels in some 120 countries. Within this index, the
Entrepreneurial Attitudes sub-index is specifically designed to measure individuals' attitudes towards
entrepreneurship. An individual with a positive attitude towards entrepreneurship is more likely to choose self-
employment over alternative career choices (Acs, Z.J., et.al., 2019).

The values of the sub-indices within this framework range from 0 to 100, with 100 representing optimal
performance. The components of the Entrepreneurial Attitudes sub-index focus on society's perception of
entrepreneurship. This includes the general attitude of the population towards the recognition of
entrepreneurial opportunities, personal acquaintance with entrepreneurs, the recognition of entrepreneurs
with high status, the acceptance of risks associated with starting a business and the possession of the
necessary skills to start a successful business. In essence, this sub-index reflects the general population's
attitude towards entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship.

In the "Entrepreneurial Attitudes" sub-index, our country secured a low position - 117th out of 137 countries,
with a progress score of only 15.77 out of a possible 100 points (as of 2019). It is worth noting that the sub-
index "Entrepreneurial attitudes" has lagged significantly behind the sub-indexes "Entrepreneurial skills" and
"Entrepreneurial aspirations" throughout the analysis period. This underlines the important role played by
cultural factors, as reflected in the Entrepreneurial Attitudes sub-index, in the Moldovan entrepreneurial
ecosystem. The lower score in the 'risk acceptance' pillar reflects the high level of risk aversion in Moldovan
culture. These cultural aspects appear to pose a significant challenge for improvement in a relatively short
period of time. It's also worth noting that all three sub-indices show a significant decline between 2015 and
2019. The sub-index characterizing society's attitude towards entrepreneurship registered a significant
decrease of 11.73 points over the period.
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Figure 1. The Republic of Moldova's results for the sub-
indices: "Entrepreneurial attitudes", "Entrepreneurial
skills", "Entrepreneurial aspirations", in 2015 and 2019
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Compared to other countries in the region, Moldova ranks lowest in the sub-index "Entrepreneurial attitudes",
at 117th. Ahead of Moldova in this sub-index are Estonia (11th), Latvia (40th), Lithuania (49th) and Romania
(54th) (Fig.3).

Figure 3. Ranking and scores of Moldova and reference countries in the sub-index "Entrepreneurial attitudes",
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Assessing attitudes to entrepreneurship: entrepreneurs' opinions. In order to assess society's views on
entrepreneurship, the questionnaire included three different sets of indicators under this thematic pillar,

including
e Attitudes towards successful entrepreneurs;
e Attitudes towards entrepreneurs who have experienced business failure/bankruptcy;

e The general attitude of the population towards entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship.
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The overall assessment of society's attitude towards entrepreneurship is mixed: over a quarter of respondents
perceive it as either totally negative or negative, around a third as neither positive nor negative, and around
44% of respondents rate this indicator positively.

Figure 4. Evaluation of the indicators characterizing the attitude of society towards entrepreneurship
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Source: developed by the authors based on the survey of entrepreneurs, 2022.

Characterising societal attitudes towards entrepreneurship, the indicator measuring society's attitude towards
successful entrepreneurs received the most favorable ratings within the analyzed factor. In particular, 60% of
respondents gave the highest scores of 5 or 4, with an average score of 3.7 (Figure 4). The most positive ratings
of attitudes towards successful entrepreneurs were given by entrepreneurs in the following enterprise
categories:

e By size - micro enterprises (average = 3.8).

e By region - those located in the Southern Region (average = 4.2), in the Central Region and in Chisindu
(average = 3.8), in contrast to the ATU Gagauzia, whose entrepreneurs expressed a predominantly
negative attitude towards successful entrepreneurs (average = 2.0).

e By the main type of activity - hotels and restaurants (average = 4.4), agriculture (average = 4.1), services
(average = 3.8), compared to those in construction, who evaluated this indicator negatively (average = 2.0)
(Figure 5).

Figure 5. Evaluation of the indicator "attitude in society towards successful entrepreneurs," average
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Source: developed by the authors based on the survey of entrepreneurs, 2022.

24



XXI. IBANESS Congress Series on Economics, Business and Management — Plovdiv / Bulgaria March 16-17, 2024
XXI. IBANESS iktisat, Isletme ve Yénetim Bilimleri Kongreler Serisi — Plovdiv / Bulgaristan 16-17 Mart 2024

Similarly, the general attitude of the population towards entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship is considered
quite positive by a relatively large number of respondents (42.9% of entrepreneurs gave the highest scores of 5
or 4; average = 3.3). At the same time, a significant proportion of entrepreneurs perceive a negative perception
of entrepreneurship in society, which is an obstacle to the development of the entrepreneurial ecosystem (22%
of respondents gave the lowest scores of 1 and 2) (Figure 4).

More positive assessments of the general attitude of the population towards entrepreneurs and
entrepreneurship were given by entrepreneurs from the following enterprise groups:

e Bysize - large enterprises (average = 3.6).

e By region - those located in the South region (average = 4.0), in contrast to those from the ATU Gagauzia,
whose entrepreneurs indicated a predominantly negative attitude of the population towards
entrepreneurship and entrepreneurs (average = 2.3).

e By type of activity - enterprises with the main type of activity - agriculture - also indicated a more positive
attitude of the population towards entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship (average = 3.7), compared to
those in the construction sector, which evaluated this indicator negatively (average = 2.2).

e In particular, enterprises located in rural areas rated this indicator higher (average = 3.5) than those in
urban areas (average = 3.2) (respectively 61.1% and 35.8% of respondents indicated a more positive
attitude of the population towards entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship) (Figure 6).

Figure 6. Evaluation of the indicator "general attitude of the population towards entrepreneurs,
entrepreneurship"”, average
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Source: developed by the authors based on the survey of entrepreneurs, 2022.

The indicator that was rated most negatively by respondents was 'attitude towards entrepreneurs who have
experienced business failure/bankruptcy' (40.9% of respondents gave the lowest scores of 1 or 2; average =
2.9). It is also important to note that around a third of respondents rated this indicator as having an
insignificant (neutral) impact on business development.

More negative evaluations regarding the attitude towards entrepreneurs who have experienced business
failure/bankruptcy were given by entrepreneurs from the following enterprise groups: by size - large
enterprises (average = 2.3); by region - those located in the Southern region and in the Gagauzia ATU (average
=2.1), in contrast to the Chisinau municipality and the Central region, whose entrepreneurs indicated a neutral
attitude towards entrepreneurs who have experienced business failure (average = 3.0). Moreover, enterprises
with agriculture as their main type of activity also indicated a more negative attitude towards entrepreneurs
who have experienced business failure (average = 2.6), compared to IT enterprises, which evaluated this
indicator neutrally (average = 3.3). It is worth noting that there are significant differences by place of residence:
a significantly higher proportion of entrepreneurs from rural areas reported negative attitudes of society
towards entrepreneurs who had experienced business failure (55.6 % of rural entrepreneurs compared to 34.8
% of urban entrepreneurs) (Figure 7).
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The causes of discrepancies in the evaluation of the population's attitude towards entrepreneurs who have
experienced business failure in relation to residential areas (urban and rural) in the Republic of Moldova can be
complex and may be influenced by various factors, such as:

e  Cultural perceptions: Rural areas may have a more traditional or risk-averse culture where business failure
is stigmatised or seen as a personal failure. In contrast, urban areas may have a more progressive outlook
that recognizes the potential for learning and growth from business failure.

e Exposure to entrepreneurship: Urban areas tend to have more exposure to entrepreneurship and business
ventures, leading to a better understanding of the risks and challenges involved. In rural areas, where
entrepreneurship may be less prevalent, there may be a lack of awareness and understanding, leading to
more negative attitudes when businesses fail.

e Economic factors: Rural areas in Moldova often face economic challenges and limited employment
opportunities. In such an environment, business failures may be seen as more damaging as they can affect
the local economy and livelihoods. Urban areas may have more diverse economic opportunities, reducing
the impact of individual business failures.

e Specificity of the community: In rural areas, communities tend to be smaller and more close-knit. Business
failure may have a more pronounced impact on social relationships and reputation in such environments.
Urban areas, with larger and more diverse populations, may offer greater anonymity, reducing the social
impact of business failure.

e Access to education and information: Urban areas tend to have better access to education and information
resources. This may lead to a more informed and nuanced perspective on entrepreneurship and business
failure among urban residents, whereas rural residents may rely more on traditional beliefs and limited
sources of information.

These factors interact in complex ways and contribute to the observed differences in attitudes towards
entrepreneurs who have experienced business failure in urban and rural areas of Moldova. Understanding
these factors can inform strategies to bridge the gap in perceptions and promote a more supportive
environment for entrepreneurship, particularly in rural areas.

Figure 7. Evaluation of the indicator ,society's attitude towards entrepreneurs who have experienced business
failure/bankruptcy”, average
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" Source: developed by the authors based on the survey of entrepreneurs, 2022.

CONCLUSION

The findings from the entrepreneurs' perspective underline a generally positive and neutral attitude towards
entrepreneurship in society. However, there is a notable negative perception in society towards entrepreneurs
who have experienced business failure. This negative sentiment is a potential obstacle to the growth of the

26



XXI. IBANESS Congress Series on Economics, Business and Management — Plovdiv / Bulgaria March 16-17, 2024
XXI. IBANESS iktisat, Isletme ve Yénetim Bilimleri Kongreler Serisi — Plovdiv / Bulgaristan 16-17 Mart 2024

entrepreneurial sector and the promotion of new business ventures. This, in turn, could impact the country's
ability to innovate, attract investment, and compete with other nations.

In addition, there are significant differences in societal attitudes towards entrepreneurs who have experienced
business failure by region of residence and region of development. Enterprises from the South and Gagauzia, as
well as those located in rural areas, tend to be more pessimistic about society's attitude towards entrepreneurs
facing business failure or bankruptcy.

Understanding the multiple factors that influence these attitudes towards entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship
can serve as a basis for developing strategies to bridge perception gaps and cultivate a more supportive
entrepreneurial environment, especially in rural and regional contexts. In order to promote better attitudes
towards entrepreneurship and to change society's perception of entrepreneurs who have experienced business
setbacks, it is crucial to raise awareness of the central role of entrepreneurship, the opportunities it brings to
society and the valuable lessons that can be learned from failure. Instead of viewing failure as a stigma, it
should be seen as a stepping stone towards growth and innovation. Entrepreneurs who have experienced
failure firsthand can serve as role models, inspiring others to persevere in the face of business challenges and
to embrace the entrepreneurial spirit.

Supporting this positive perception requires widespread education on the multiple benefits of
entrepreneurship. Such increased awareness will not only encourage more individuals to start or develop a
business, but will also cultivate a more robust entrepreneurial culture in institutions, communities and
enterprises. In this regard, specific promotional initiatives and materials should be developed to raise
awareness of new business opportunities among different demographic segments, including women, youth,
the unemployed, people with special needs and adults. These efforts will serve as catalysts for changing
societal attitudes towards entrepreneurship and foster a culture of innovation and risk-taking, which are
essential for enhancing competitiveness.
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Abstract: The accession to the EU on 1 May 2004 was one of the most significant events for Hungary in recent decades. The
20th anniversary gives us the opportunity to reflect and assess the impacts of the accession on agriculture and rural
development from a broader perspective. In Hungary, too, accession was awaited with great anticipation, especially in the
case of agriculture, as Hungary is one of the countries with strong agricultural potential. However, the decade of the 1990s
brought a serious decline in production. The change of regime fragmented and counterproductivised the various stages of
the production chain (agricultural production - processing - marketing) and in many cases placed them in the hands of
foreign competitors and national financial investors who had no interest in the long-term sustainability of Hungarian
agricultural production beyond immediate profit-making. The article will look at the sectoral impacts of the accession and
try to understand the direct reasons behind the changes. It points to the positive developments, but also to the unintended
consequences and dysfunctions that were the result of the regulations and the support system in Hungary. It looks at the
difficulties that farmers encountered in applying for EU grants and the institutional arrangements that have supported or
hindered the agricultural policy in achieving its objectives. This study is part of a comprehensive research project which
aims to review and summarise the experiences and lessons learned on the agricultural and rural policy in the countries that
joined the EU in 2004.

Keywords: agriculture, EU, CAP, rural development, agricultural policy

1. INTRODUCTION

For centuries, agriculture has been an essential part of Hungary's cultural and economic fabric. With abundant
natural resources and a long-standing agricultural tradition, it is important to ensure the sector's
competitiveness.

Hungary's accession to the European Union (EU) in 2004 marked a significant turning point for the agricultural
sector. The period leading up to this event, starting with the Association Agreement in 1991, was characterised
by significant efforts to harmonise legislation and develop institutions in preparation for EU integration
(Losoncz, 2014). It is worth noting that before accession, Hungarian agriculture faced challenges resulting from
the transition following the political and economic regime change. However, with the support of the EU, the
sector was ready for development by the turn of the millennium. Since its implementation, the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) and European integration have had a significant impact on the direction and dynamics
of Hungarian agriculture.

The EU accession presented both opportunities and challenges. While increased competition from domestic
and international markets posed a significant hurdle, the EU's vast internal market also opened doors for
growth, with EU member states becoming the primary destination for Hungarian agricultural exports.

This paper explores Hungary's agricultural journey within the EU, including the pre-accession context, sector
state, and existing challenges. The achievements and remaining difficulties faced by Hungarian agriculture in
the two decades following accession are analysed, providing valuable insights into the sector's future
development.

Map 1. The map of Hungary (Magyarorszag) in Europe, 2024

Source: https://OpenStreetMap.org

28


mailto:schlett.andras@jak.ppke.hu
mailto:lisányi.endrene@uni-bge.hu
https://openstreetmap.org/

XXI. IBANESS Congress Series on Economics, Business and Management — Plovdiv / Bulgaria March 16-17, 2024
XXI. IBANESS iktisat, Isletme ve Yénetim Bilimleri Kongreler Serisi — Plovdiv / Bulgaristan 16-17 Mart 2024

2. PRE-EU ACCESSION: A STORY OF CHANGE AND CHALLENGES

To gain a comprehensive understanding of Hungary's agricultural journey, it is important to examine the state
of the sector before and during the EU accession process. The 1990s were a time of significant social,
economic, and political transitions that had a profound impact on the rural landscape (Schlett, 2023).

One of the most notable changes was the restructuring of land ownership, which replaced state and collective
farms with private ownership. However, the process was slow and fragmented, resulting in a disconnect
between ownership and land use. At the time of accession, the majority of the land was owned by small farms,
which, however, cultivated less compared to the larger farms that held and used most of the land. This resulted
in a 'dual structure' that persisted over time (Kovach, 2012).

The traditional markets were disrupted due to the regime change, which led to a significant loss of Soviet trade.
Furthermore, the crisis was exacerbated by the lack of access to new markets and low state support. The food
processing industry plays a crucial role in the agro-vertical system. However, it also faced challenges, with rapid
privatisation leading to international dominance and neglect of local development. This further strained the
rural economy and contributed to depopulation (Schlett, 2014).

The agricultural sector underwent internal restructuring. internal restructuring, resulting in increased
specialization, particularly in intensive cereal production. Livestock production underwent a significant decline
due to longer income realisation times and limited capital availability, which resulted in an overall drop in
agricultural production. Livestock production underwent a significant decline due to longer income realisation
times and limited capital availability, which resulted in an overall drop in agricultural production. The lowest
point was reached in 1993. A slow recovery began in the mid-1990s, mainly due to internal market
improvements and some access to Western markets. However, production levels remained well below pre-
transition levels even at the time of the EU accession (Antal, 2005).

Hungary became a member of the EU in a challenging agricultural landscape. There were concerns about the
sector's ability to survive in the European market due to its decline. This paved the way for significant changes
and lessons learned in the following decades.

3. HUNGARY'S ROAD TO EU ACCESSION: PREPARING FOR THE INTEGRATION

3.1. Challenges and Tasks

Hungary's path to EU accession was not without obstacles. The country encountered lower economic
development and structural setbacks, particularly in agriculture, which employed and generated a significant
portion of the income, compared to the EU average. The EU had to ensure that Hungary could comply with
regulations and adapt its support system. This involved addressing two significant short-term issues:

1. Compliance with EU rules and standards: Joining the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) meant
Hungarian production had to meet stricter EU regulations, even though temporary exemptions
(derogation) were granted during the process.

2. Institutional and capacity building: Both the Hungarian state and farmers needed to be prepared to
receive and manage EU aid effectively.

Hungary's pre-accession period, though marked by difficulties, served as a crucial stepping stone for its
integration into the European Union and its agricultural sector's future development within the EU framework
(Vasary, 2020).

3.2. Hungary's Preparation for EU Accession: Challenges and Support
3.2.1. Pre-Accession Assistance Programmes:

The country overcame significant hurdles and seized opportunities for growth and development. Despite lower
economic development and a larger share of agriculture in its economy compared to existing members,
Hungary successfully adapted to EU regulations and standards. Hungary's accession to the EU in 2004 was a
challenging process that required a lengthy preparation period involving institutional changes, legislative
adjustments, and farmer training.
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The EU provided crucial support through various pre-accession programmes, particularly the PHARE and
SAPARD programs. PHARE, launched in 1990, offered financial assistance for sectoral reforms and institutional
development, including modernising land registries and veterinary services.

Following PHARE, the SAPARD program specifically focused on agricultural and rural development. Launched in
1999, SAPARD provided funding for various measures, including:

e Agricultural structural development: Supporting investments in agricultural enterprises, processing
and marketing of agricultural products, and vocational training for farmers.

e Rural development: Investing in village development, infrastructure improvement, and rural heritage
preservation.

SAPARD faced initial delays due to disagreements regarding the implementation structure. However, it
ultimately proved effective, contributing to:

e Modernization: Upgrading agricultural infrastructure and technology.

e Competitiveness: Enhancing the competitiveness of Hungarian agriculture by aligning with EU
standards.

e  Economic stability: Maintaining the viability of the Hungarian economy by supporting its transition to
the EU market.

3.2.2. Challenges and Resolutions:

e Institutional changes: Establishing separate agencies to manage EU funds, as opposed to utilizing
existing institutions, fulfilled EU requirements but deviated from Hungary's initial proposal.

e Delays in program implementation: Delays in finalizing program documents and establishing
necessary institutions initially hampered access to funds.

e Co-financing requirements: Successful applicants were required to contribute financially to projects,
potentially limiting participation for those lacking resources.

Following the regime change in Hungary, the agricultural sector encountered a challenging period due to
market losses, a disorganized land structure, and declining investment. As a result, there was a decrease in
production, an increase in unemployment, and financial losses in rural areas. Additionally, the sector's recovery
was further impeded by obstacles in accessing Western markets. Foreign investment, intended to modernise
the economy, had unintended consequences such as corporate acquisitions and closures of local production
facilities, which unfortunately exacerbated the struggles of rural communities. Additionally, the rapid
expansion of supermarkets and hypermarkets further shifted power dynamics within the retail sector, which
unfortunately squeezed profit margins for farmers due to the increased bargaining power of large retailers
(Beke Lisanyi, 2014).

However, this experience taught several valuable lessons. It is important to acknowledge that rural
development encompasses more than just agriculture. Given the distinct agro-ecological characteristics and
cultural traditions of each locality, a diversified approach is necessary to fully realize its potential. Additionally,
separating land ownership from land use may hinder efficient agricultural development. Ideally, those who are
actively managing the land should also have ownership of it. Moreover, it is worth emphasizing the vital
importance of knowledge and information in agriculture. A lack of comprehension regarding market dynamics
and best practices can considerably impede the competitiveness of agricultural actors, particularly in swiftly
evolving environments.

To promote a more seamless transition, the EU has introduced a gradual process for direct payments to
farmers, which permits additional domestic top-up support. Pre-accession programs such as SAPARD provided
essential financial assistance and aided in the preparation of the sector for the implementation of EU
regulations. Despite Hungary's negotiation and temporary exemptions (derogations) from certain EU
regulations, the EU's position ultimately prevailed in many areas, requiring significant adjustments from
Hungary (Halmai, 2020).
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3.3. The impact of the EU budget cycles and reforms on Hungarian agriculture

This chapter examines the impact of the European Union's programming periods (budget cycles) and reforms
on Hungarian agriculture following the country’s accession in 2004. It focuses on three key periods:

1. 2007-2013: This period marked a significant shift from Hungary's pre-accession support system, with the
introduction of direct payments phased in gradually. The EU Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF) and the
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) replaced the previous system, focusing on
competitiveness, young farmers, environmental protection, and rural development through four main axes
outlined in the chapter.

2. 2014-2020: This period saw a focus on refining the direct support system based on experience from the
previous period. Key changes included "greening" payments through environmentally friendly practices, fairer
distribution by reducing payments for larger farms, and targeting support to young farmers and those facing
difficulties. Objectives also included combating climate change, protecting the environment, and promoting
modernization.

3. 2023-2027: The current period places a high priority on sustainability, with the Strategic Plan for Hungary
addressing both environmental and competitiveness concerns. Funding is aimed at achieving a more equitable
distribution, with a preference for small and medium-sized farms as well as young farmers. Controls based on
compliance are being replaced by evaluations based on results. The chapter outlines several measures,
including the replacement of the previous system with Basic Income Support for Sustainability (BISS) and
increased allocation towards agri-environmental measures and organic farming (Juhasz, 2023).

3.4. Assessment of the EU accession

Hungary's accession to the EU in 2004 had a multifaceted impact on its agricultural sector. While the country
experienced national-level benefits, such as a stronger economy and an improved trade balance, the effects on
individual organizations and producers were more complex. It is worth noting that well-organized crop
producers were among the winners, which emphasizes the importance of cooperation in securing access to EU
support measures. Although there were some challenges in navigating administrative procedures, the support
structure is now operational. However, there is still room for improvement in terms of simplicity, transparency,
and ease of access for farmers. To fully capitalize on its potential, Hungary could benefit from strengthening
and professionalising its export and marketing activities.

While gross agricultural production initially grew in the accession year, it experienced some fluctuations before
exhibiting a gradual increase. Hungary's production efficiency is currently below the EU-15 average. This is due
to a distorted production structure and insufficient technological development. The shift towards crop
production was further amplified by EU accession, while livestock farming declined due to factors such as
favourable common market measures for crop producers and stricter EU animal husbandry requirements.
Despite these changes, the sector's contribution to Hungary's GDP remained relatively stable.

The impact on specific sectors varied. Crop production, especially of cereals and oilseeds, increased due to area
payment obligations and favourable market conditions. However, yields of key crops such as wheat and maize
fluctuated, and sugar beet production significantly declined following EU sugar reform. The livestock sector has
faced a decline due to multiple factors, including the EU's Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) favouring crop
production, increased imports, stricter and expensive animal husbandry requirements, rising feed prices, and a
lack of investment capital. As a result, there has been a growing separation between livestock and crop
production, further exacerbating the existing imbalance (Kapronczai, 2010).

One of the most significant effects of EU accession was on farmers' income. After accession, farmers' income
more than doubled in 2004 compared to 2003. This growth can be attributed to two key factors: reduced
dependence on unpredictable crop yields and volatile market prices due to EU subsidies, and an increased
share of subsidies in farm income, acting as a stabilizing element.

Hungary's experience provides several important lessons. The importance of well-organized producer groups
and cooperation cannot be overstated when it comes to accessing support measures successfully. It is
imperative to consistently simplify, streamline, and enhance the transparency of support structures for
farmers. Infrastructure and market access are critical, particularly for sectors that are competing with foreign
producers (Lisanyi, 2018). Finally, achieving a more balanced production structure by supporting both crop
production and revitalising the ailing livestock sector remains a major challenge. As Hungary continues its
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journey within the EU, it is necessary to continuously evaluate and adapt its agricultural policies to ensure the
long-term sustainability and competitiveness of the sector.

The sector was identified as needing modernisation as it had fallen behind the EU average in terms of
technology and infrastructure. Prior to accession, there was a significant increase in investment in fixed assets
such as buildings and machinery, but this growth slowed down afterwards. It is important to continue investing
in order to improve efficiency and competitiveness, especially considering the reduced availability of
investment aids after accession and the slow start of EU rural development support.

EU membership brought significant changes to Hungarian trade. The opening of markets to foreign products
increased imports and competition, but also offered new export opportunities. However, initial expectations of
a substantial export boom were not fully met. This can be partially attributed to the pre-existing association
agreement with the EU, which already provided access to a large share of the market, limiting the additional
export-boosting effect of full membership. It is important to note that internal EU trade, particularly for
agricultural products, has experienced a significant increase. This highlights the growing importance of the
single market for Hungarian agriculture (Hegedis & Kiss, 2015).

Despite the support of both the EU and the Hungarian government for digitalisation, the utilisation of
information and communication technologies (ICT) in Hungarian agriculture remains low. Currently, only a
small fraction of farms employs digital tools, primarily for basic purposes such as e-banking and e-government.
The adoption of advanced precision farming tools, such as yield mapping and automatic steering, appears to be
limited due to a combination of factors, including limited knowledge among farmers and high investment costs.
It is important to address this low adoption rate to avoid a potential gap with developed countries in the
future, which could have an impact on competitiveness (Bazsik et al., 2022).

The rural development programme of the EU aims to support Hungarian agriculture by diversifying farmers'
activities and improving access to local services and infrastructure. However, it is important to note that
successful implementation of rural development strategies requires long-term planning, active stakeholder
involvement, and a focus on trust-building within communities. Challenges are still present in Hungary when it
comes to effectively promoting rural development due to a strong focus on the agricultural sector and an
overly cautious administrative approach. Additionally, the LEADER programme, which was initially intended to
facilitate community-driven development from the bottom-up, became excessively bureaucratic, which limited
its original impact (Beke et al., 2024).

4. CONCLUSION

The history of the development of the European Union's Common Agricultural Policy shows that it is a policy
that is constantly changing, adaptable, flexible and, in this context, extremely valuable. In terms of the
changing trends in the policy over the last 20 years, there has been a trend towards a greener approach, a
preference for environmentally friendly and sustainable farming, a more landscape-oriented approach and the
introduction of measures to offset the adverse effects of climate change on agriculture. In addition, the policy
aims to ensure a secure and affordable food supply, to maintain and increase the competitiveness of
agriculture and, last but not least, to support farmers, especially young farmers. Achieving these objectives
benefits all Member States, including Hungary, and it is, therefore, in Hungary's interest to continue and
further develop the policy.

In conclusion, while EU membership has brought significant benefits to Hungarian agriculture, the sector still
faces challenges in modernising its infrastructure, adopting new technologies, and implementing efficient rural
development strategies. Addressing these challenges effectively will be crucial for ensuring the long-term
sustainability and competitiveness of Hungarian agriculture within the evolving landscape of the European
Union.
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Abstract: The right of joint ownership remains, until now, the most discussed topic of civil law in the field of the institution
of property, emerging from the stages of its considerable development history. In the Republic of Moldova, which is going
through the stages of accession to the European Union, the spirit of the times is agitated by the issue of property. This is
understandable, because in recent centuries the attitude towards property and its existence, as a phenomenon and as a
legal institution, has changed radically: from reflecting the feudal peculiarities of regulating property relations - to ensuring
the lasting stability of common property under the conditions the market economy. Thus, the new requirements of social
development explain the increased interest in common property rights.

Constitutionation, which represents not only a simple totalization of the victories and achievements of society, but also
proposes new development perspectives for society and the state, representing a program of activity, establishing the
fundamental principles of the entire economic, political, social and legal life of the state, not the subject of property is left
silent. Moreover, in any society, common property, as part of production relations, represents a fundamental institution
that defines its economic and social system.

The research of the common property right involves a study of the regulation of the legislation in force on the territory of
the Republic of Moldova. At the moment, the legal norms that regulate this institution are found in the Civil Code of the
Republic of Moldova and other normative acts, the fundamental being of course represented by the Constitution of the
Republic of Moldova

On the internal level, the Constitution of the Republic of Moldova, adopted on July 29, 1994, (hereinafter the Constitution
of the Republic of Moldova) includes private property in the fundamental human rights, which proclaims the fundamental
principles regarding property, namely - according to art. 9 of the Constitution of the Republic of Moldova: property is public
and private. It consists of material and intellectual goods; property cannot be used to the detriment of human rights,
freedoms and dignity.

As a rule, the property right is presented as a simple right, belonging exclusively to a single owner, but in certain situations
this right belongs simultaneously to several people. In this case it is about the common property. The grounds for the
emergence of the common property right are diverse. Joint ownership can result both from the law (Law no. 913 on the
condominium in the housing fund, CF of the Republic of Moldova, CC of the Republic of Moldova other normative acts, as
well as from conventions, etc.

Property rights as well as claims on the state are guaranteed. No one can be expropriated except for a cause of public
utility, established according to the law, with the right and prior compensation.

In any system where the right to property is guaranteed by the Constitution, the crucial moment that constitutional
adjudication faces is the selection from a variety of regulatory decisions of a redistributive nature, as they directly or
indirectly affect the right to property.

Keywords: property, Property right, common property, legal institution.

INTRODUCTION

The research of the common property right involves a study of the regulation of the legislation in force on the
territory of the Republic of Moldova. At the moment, the legal norms that regulate this institution are found in
the Civil Code of the Republic of Moldova and other normative acts, the fundamental being of course
represented by the Constitution of the Republic of Moldova

Internally, the Constitution of the Republic of Moldova, adopted on July 29, 1994, includes private property in
the fundamental human rights, which proclaims the fundamental principles regarding property, namely -
according to art. 9 of the Constitution of the Republic of Moldova:

- the property is public and private. It consists of material and intellectual goods;

- property cannot be used to the detriment of human rights, freedoms and dignity.

DISCUSSIONS

As a rule, the property right is presented as a simple right, belonging exclusively to a single owner, but in
certain situations this right belongs simultaneously to several people. In this case it is about the common
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property. The grounds for the emergence of the common property right are diverse. Joint ownership can result
both from the law (Law no. 913 on the condominium in the housing fund, the Family Code of the Republic of
Moldova, the Civil Code of Republic of Moldova) other normative acts, as well as from conventions, etc.

Property rights as well as claims on the state are guaranteed. No one can be expropriated except for a cause of
public utility, established according to the law, with the right and prior compensation.

In any system where the right to property is guaranteed by the Constitution, the crucial moment faced by
constitutional adjudication is the selection from a variety of regulatory decisions of a redistributive nature, as
they directly or indirectly affect the right to property.

The concept of joint property rights has not been uniformly interpreted and understood during various
historical periods. This state of affairs finds its explanation first of all in the fact that there is a very wide
spectrum of problems that must be solved as a premise for the formulation and determination of a concrete
vision on the common property right, vis-a-vis the socio-economic development of the country.

It is clear that the search algorithm for the answers to the questions that concern the field specialists, as well as
the content and character of the answers found, depends on the interpretation of the norms in force.

On June 6, 2002, the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova approved a new Civil Code of the Republic of
Moldova, in force from 12.06.2003, thanks to which this institution, through the common property, received a
wider regulation. By Order of the Minister of Justice no. 519 of December 3, 2013, the Working Group for the
amendment and completion of the Civil Code of the Republic of Moldova was created. It includes various legal
specialists, both theorists and practitioners — university professors, judges, notaries, lawyers, as well as officials
of the Ministry of Justice. Thus, on 01.03.2019, the changes were introduced and updated Civil Code of
Republic of Moldova. Changes and additions Civil Code of Republic of Moldova represents an important step
forward and a large-scale effort towards the modernization of the national legal infrastructure and bringing it
in line with the most modern regulations used internationally, while also taking into account the problems of
interpretation and application of the current wording of Civil Code of Republic of Moldova.

Civil Code of Republic of Moldova it is the most voluminous and detailed legislative act in matters of private
law in the Republic of Moldova. Having the power of organic law, it regulates the status of persons, property,
obligations, inheritance and private international law. In the second book, chapter Il of Civil Code of Republic
of Moldova the regulations regarding common property are included: "The property is common if two or more
owners have the right of ownership over an asset". Joint ownership may arise under the law or under a legal
act. The right of joint ownership is considered the main form of the right of ownership (art. 543 of the Civil
Code of Republic of Moldova).

According to the current regulations, the new wording of art. 550Civil Code of Republic of Moldova provides for
the acts of administration and disposition regarding the goods jointly owned by shares. In particular, with
regard to administrative acts regarding the common good, the unanimity rule is switched to the rule of the
majority of the parties' quotas for taking the decision to conclude the respective act.

In particular, art. deserves attention. 551 Civil Code of Republic of Moldova from which it follows that each co-
owner can stand alone in court, regardless of the procedural quality, in any action regarding the co-ownership,
including in the case of the claim action.

The legislator in art. 561Civil Code of Republic of Moldova states that if the shared ownership asset is indivisible
or is not conveniently divisible in kind, the division is made by:

a) the assignment of the entire good, in exchange for a sult, in favor of a co-owner, at the request or, in in
favor of several co-owners, at their joint request. In the case of several award requests that contradict
each other, the court applies the provisions of art. 561Civil Code of Republic of Moldova. Thus, the
previous confusion is removed which could be interpreted that the asset is assigned in kind only if all co-
owners request it.

b) if none of the co-owners requested the assignment of the entire property, the sale of the property in the
mode determined by the co-owners or, in case of disagreement, at the auction and the distribution of the
price to the co-owners in proportion to the share of each of them. One of the ways in which the co-owners
can agree to make the sale is the internal auction, without the participation of third parties (art. 561Civil
Code of Republic of Moldova).
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A novelty for the civil legislation of the Republic of Moldova is the inclusion of art. 575-580 which regulates
periodic ownership - a variety of joint ownership, used especially in vacation products (timesharing). Periodic
ownership is the type of ownership that appears whenever several people (co-owners) successively and
repetitively exercise the attribute of use specific to the right of ownership over a movable or immovable asset,
in determined time intervals, equal or unequal.

Since the periodic property is only a variety of the common property in shares, the legal provisions regarding
the common property in shares apply accordingly to the periodic property to the extent that they do not
contradict the provisions of this chapter (art. 575 para. (3) Civil Code of Republic of Moldova).

In Romanian legislation, joint ownership is regulated in the Civil Code of Romania in book Ill "Goods", title I,
"About goods and real rights in general", chapter IV, "Joint property".

The definition of common property contained in art. 631 of the Civil Code of Romania is not immune to
criticism, as the plurality of owners, although it is a necessary feature, is not sufficient to define this form of
ownership.

If we were to apply only the criterion of the plurality of owners of the right of ownership to discover the forms
of joint ownership, then we could consider that they are forms of joint ownership and conditional ownership or
revocable ownership, because in these cases there are several owners of the right of ownership exercising, in a
particular way, attributes specific to this right. However, by regulating art. 632 of the Civil Code of Romania, the
legislator presents us as forms of joint ownership only joint ownership in shares (co-ownership) and ownership
in commune. From the way the text is drafted (using the articulated form of the plural "forme"), it follows that
no other types of common property are allowed apart from these. Or, under these conditions, the definition
included in art. 631 of the Civil Code of Romania is not sufficiently precise, because it is not able to differentiate
joint ownership from other forms of ownership. Inspiration from art. 1010 the CC of Quebec that defines co-
ownership, would have been, in this case, opportune (Pop, L. 2006).

In our view, what is essential to joint ownership is the ability of the holders of ownership of the same asset to
have qualitatively identical prerogatives in the manifestation of their ownership of the asset. Thus, all co-
owners, regardless of their share of the property right, have the opportunity to exercise the same attributes of
the right of ownership over the asset (for example, each will have the capacity of co-owner over the entire
asset, will exercise the use over the entire asset in materiality his, he will have the right to harvest the fruits
according to his share of the ownership right, he will be able to conclude acts of disposition on his own share of
the ownership right, and the obligations stemming from the capacity of co-owner of the same property will
also be the same for each of them.

By this, common property differs essentially from other forms of property rights in which the existence of
several holders of private property rights would be admitted. For example, in the case of conditional or
revocable ownership, some attributes of the right of ownership can be exercised simultaneously, but not
together, but disparately, in a manner specific to each holder.

Thus, in the case of conditional ownership, the right of ownership is simultaneously exercised by two owners,
one of whom is the owner under a suspensive condition, and the other under a resolutive condition, the same
event having the value of a suspensive condition for one part of the act and a resolutive condition for the
other. The owner under a suspensive condition has only a virtual right of ownership, which he can protect
through preservation acts and which can be the object of the legal provision. The right of ownership under a
suspensive condition turns into a right simply upon fulfillment of the condition. At the same time, the
revocable owner effectively exercises the attributes of ownership, as if he had a right simply, and by fulfilling
the condition, his right is retroactively abolished and the owner's right is consolidated under a suspensive
condition.

The suspensive or resolutive nature of the condition event means that only conservation and administration
acts, insofar as they are useful to the asset, are considered profitable to both owners. In reality, the owner
under suspensive condition can only exercise acts in order to protect his suspensive right. He does not have
effective possession of the asset. He can dispose of his conditional right to the same extent as any other right
holder can alienate his patrimonial right. The suspensive owner cannot convey more than he has himself, so
the acquirer also receives a suspensive right. As for the owner under resolutive condition, the exercise of the
attributes of his property is qualitatively different from that under suspensive condition.
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He may exercise all legal acts in respect of the property as if it were his right simply. The finality of the
concluded acts is under the sign of the fulfillment of the condition. If his right to be abolished, then the deeds
of disposition and those of administration, if they were unprofitable, will be abolished in their turn. Regarding
the conclusion of administrative and disposition acts, the Civil Code of Romania through the prism of art. 641
regulates the conclusion of the acts of administration and disposition regarding the common good. The rule is
that the administrative acts can be concluded with the consent of the majority of the co-owners and the share
parties. The co-owners can ask the court to supplement the consent of the person who is unable to express his
will or who abusively opposes the performance of an administrative act indispensable to maintaining the utility
or value of the asset (para. 3 art. 641 of the Civil Code of Romania). Acts of disposition must respect the rule of
unanimity. Acts concluded with non-compliance with these rules are unenforceable to the co-owner who did
not consent, expressly or tacitly, to the conclusion of the act. He has opened the possessory action against the
third party who came into possession of the common property following the conclusion of the act. Regarding
the exercise of procedural rights by co-owners, art. 643 of the Civil Code of Romania provides that each co-
owner can stand alone in court, regardless of the procedural quality, in any action related to co-ownership,
including in the case of claim action. It is also expressly stated that the court decisions pronounced in favor of
co-ownership benefit all co-owners, and those against one co-owner are not opposed to the others.

Therefore, the civil legislation expressly admits the promotion of the claim action by a single co-owner. The
problem that arises is whether the current legislation expressly prohibits it. We have seen that the legal regime
of co-ownership is not now organized by law, it is built by doctrine and practice. The solution to reject this
action was established by practice starting from the rules of the legal regime of the exercise of co-ownership. It
can be observed, however, that this solution can sometimes even harm the interests of the co-owners, so that,
under these circumstances, it is wrong. Compared to the arguments presented in the doctrine (Ciochina-Barbu,
I. 2019) for one or another of the solutions, compared to the current legislative proposals, it can be considered
that the traditional solution of rejecting this action should be reconsidered. A solution in accordance with the
current constitutional status regarding the protection of property and the specific legal content of the common
property right does not necessarily exclude the claim of a co-owner directed against a third party who
possesses the common good without right. So, such an action can be admitted without waiting for the
modification of the civil law in the sense of its express regulation (by virtue of the principle that in the private
legal space what is not prohibited is allowed).

In Germany the legislator (Otgon, A. 2015) joined the Prussian system in terms of the right of common property
and considered it welcome and necessary to make available to its citizens, as in the French system, the
following regime of common property of goods obtained in common.

Joint ownership occurs when two or more subjects acquire an indivisible thing (for example, a statuette, a
single real estate complex) or a thing that cannot be divided according to law (for example, a land is divided
according to the general rule, but its division is impossible if the lands formed as a result of such a division are
smaller than the minimum maximum size established in the manner prescribed by law).

In the research plan in the field of other states than the Republic of Moldova, we can say with certainty that
the topic analyzed is a subject of fierce disputes among specialists in the field, thanks to its specificity. Among
them, we will mention with priority the studies of Russian, Romanian researchers, etc.

In the regulation of the Civil Code of the Republic of Moldova, there is no definition of the notion of common
property, just as there is no definition of co-ownership, so the task of configuring these concepts has fallen to
the doctrine.

As for the national researches, the local specialized literature initially based its achievements on the Soviet
juridical science, which, unfortunately, did not draw special attention to the conflicting issues in the matter of
common property. However, with the adoption of the Civil Code of the Republic of Moldova in force from
12.06.2003, some research attempts were made in the given field.

The narrow angle of research in this field served as an impetus for the achievement of the objectives of the
given work regarding conflicting issues regarding the forms of common property, the grounds and the effects
that common property produces.

In the local specialized literature (Otgon, A. 2014), the necessary attention is not paid to the theoretical and
practical aspects of common property. The publications are with reference to shared ownership or shared
ownership — as forms of joint ownership.
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And from these considerations we can conclude that the topic of the proposed master's thesis is a current and
important one.

A precursor work on the analyzed topic is the one developed by Baiesu S. and Otgon A. (2014) "The legal
regime of the co-owner's right of pre-emption when selling a share of the common property by shares". In
particular, the authors mention that the researched topic, through its specific approach to property rights,
remains relevant, a conclusion arising from the enormous importance of property rights in social life. And its
novelty consists in a detailed analysis of the legal regime of the right of preemption in the context of shared
property, highlighting the main problematic aspects that have arisen in judicial practice (Otgon, A., Baiesu, S.
2019).

The article is interesting “Overview of Termination of Common Property by Partition" by A. Otgon dated 2015,
where the author performs general look at the sharing as a way to terminate the right of common ownership in
shares, we distinguish several important assumptions, namely:

- the notion of sharing is to be used in the context in which it is desired to divide the assets, which constitute
common property in shares;

- to distinguish between the term definitive sharing and usage sharing;

- to apply the general provisions regarding the division of the common property into shares and in the case of
the division of the common property in commune and in the case of the division of the inheritance property;

- to take into account the possibility of invoking absolute or relative nullity, when the conditions provided by
law for the conventional division are not met;

- to make a distinction in the application of the legal provisions regarding the sharing of common assets
amicably and judicially (Otgon, A. 2015).

Another article, by the same authors A. Otgonwhat deserves attention "Peculiarities of the termination of joint
property in shares by division" dated 2015. In particular, the author analyzes the possibility of relinquishing the
right to joint ownership over joint partitions, situation regulated by the Civil Code of the Republic of Moldova,
unfortunately the author states, that we do not have detailed regulations regarding the rights and obligations
of the co-owners regarding common partitions, but in practice we observe the necessity of the obligation
regarding the maintenance and repair expenses of the common property, which is the object of the partitions
common. Thus, for various reasons, usually one of the co-owners renounces his right of ownership over the
common partitions, which can constitute a wall, ditch or other partition between two plots of land located
within the town. Also, the mentioned article also provides for the accessory nature of the share in the property
right over the assets that constitute joint partitions. Mentions the author, two conditions necessary to be met
for the renunciation to produce effects. This should be effective, i.e. in the future the co-owner who has borne
the maintenance and repair expenses will become the exclusive owner of the property that is the object of the
common partitions and these obligations should be correlative, belonging to both co-owners and not
personally to one of the co-owners. Concluding on what was researched, the author mentions the need to
complete the legislative provisions with regulations related to the procedure of relinquishing the co-ownership
right, the legal effects that may occur, who are the subjects who can acquire shares of the co-ownership right,
as well as with aspects related to the obligations established by law regarding jointly owned assets and the
consequences that occur when the asset is relinquished (Otgon, A. 2015).

In the list of Ms. Otgon A.'s works dated 2015 we also find "Peculiarities of the termination of co-ownership by
relinquishing the property right", as well as “The Legal Nature of Periodical Property", "The concept and legal
characteristics of the right of common ownership in shares - parts”. In these works the author established the
most discussed interpretations regarding the concept of shared ownership, resulting from a multitude of
contradictory opinions and a varied interpretation. Both national and international legislation use the concept
in question under different aspects and, most of the time, admitting confusion in the exact rendering of the
researched notion. It is important to mention also the performance of a comparative analysis, with other terms
close in meaning and concept to the notion of shared ownership, and determining the main differences
between them. Also, the emphasis was placed on the treatment of the terminological specifics, useful in
carrying out an in-depth analysis on the given subject and an attempt was made to determine and establish the
main legal characteristics of the shared ownership starting from the current regulations and the specifics of the
given institution (Otgon , A. 2014).
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The concept of periodic ownership, the author mentions (Otgon, A. 2015), also known as ownership in the
"time-sharing" system or spatio-temporal co-ownership, led to the emergence of numerous doctrinal opinions
regarding its legal nature, namely from the contradictory reason regarding its applicability and regulation in
international law. The most important assumptions regarding the legal nature of periodic ownership agree that
it represents a modality of ownership, a timeshare right, a variant of joint ownership or a form of forced co-
ownership. The periodic property does not know an express regulation in the current Civil Code of the Republic
of Moldova, nor in another special law, considering that it has a wider applicability in the states where tourism
and real estate investments know a more significant development, and in the Republic of Moldova there is no
the prerequisites for the emergence of such an institution are created. The essence of periodic ownership
consists in the fact that we are in the presence of several holders, who exercise their attribute of use
successively and repeatedly in determined time intervals. Thus, analyzing the evolution of the emergence of
periodic property, the international judicial practice in the matter as well as the way of implementing the legal
regulations, the author (Otgon, A. 2015) comes to the conclusion that there is no unanimity regarding its legal
nature, and more precisely that there are discrepancies regarding the framing periodic ownership and whether
the latter constitutes a modality or variety of ownership. The most significant aspects regarding the legal
nature of periodic ownership were analyzed in the form of a comparison with other modalities and forms of
ownership, reaching the conclusion that this, in the context of the legal regulation, constitutes a form of forced
co-ownership, but under the aspect it theoretically presents itself as a modality of property rights.

Next, we will give a separate space to the examination of scientific materials on the topic of the work published
in Romania. Following the research of the scientific materials, published on the subject analyzed in Romania, we
identify a set of studies, varied, that reflect joint ownership, shared ownership as well as periodic ownership in
the content of civil law manuals and monographs but sharing several opinions.

One of the publications of the Romanian doctrinaires Fl. A. Baias, E. Chelaru and R. Constantinovici, |. Macovei
is: "Commentary on articles", in which the regulations regarding joint property are also commented on.
Although the Code also regulates property in shares separately - parts and the periodic one, the regulations
regarding the rules appreciated by specialists who make comments are of particular interest (Baies, Fl. et al.
2014).

Without multiple nuances of interpretation E. Mocanu in the article "forced and perpetual property: past,
present and future" (2012), mentions that "The role of reason is to discern the needs that nature imposes; the
authority's role is to ensure compliance with the legislator's will." We are in the period, when the needs have
been identified, the will of the legislator has been exposed in the text of the law. It is time to express respect
for the law, to intervene in the defense of the owners' rights.

In the author's opinion, at the current stage, state intervention is necessary to regulate:

- the legal nature of the common property in the condominium, making it clear that the forced co-ownership
must belong exclusively to the owners of isolated rooms;

- the deadlines and competent bodies to adopt decisions regarding the calculation, the assignment of shares
in the condominium to the owners of privatized apartments, as well as the registration of these rights in the
Real Estate Register;

- the mandatory registration of ownership in the condominium for the blocks under construction and the
forced transfer, together with the sale of the rooms, of the share-parts of the common property as an
accessory to the ownership of the apartment or other isolated room; the delimitation at the project level of the
rooms that are part of the common property in the condominium and the establishment of the mechanisms for
changing the destination so that they cannot be alienated, seized or pledged to the detriment of realizing the
right of ownership over the isolated rooms (Mocanu, E. 2012 ).

Aa more diverse and critical characterization of common property can be found in the work of I. Ciochina-
Barbu (2019). "Shared ownership forced on common parts in multi-story buildings or apartments in the
regulation of Law no. 196/2018". In all cases of joint ownership, the right holders do not form a legal entity. If a
group of persons benefits from legal personality, the right of ownership is found in the patrimony of the legal
person, and not in the patrimony of each of the persons who joined to give birth to the legal person. The
property right in the patrimony of the legal entity is simply a property right, and not a common property right.
Whenever different holders exercise the attributes of the right of ownership over certain material fractions of
an asset, we are not in the presence of a common ownership right, but in the presence of several exclusive
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ownership rights. In this case it is said that the right of each owner is pro division, that is, it has a different
material object from the others.

CONCLUSION

In the context of our study, the analysis is of more pronounced interest the provisions contained in Law no.
196/2018 on the establishment, organization and operation of owners' associations, which lead to the
conclusion that these provisions add to the general regulatory framework of forced co-ownership from the Civil
Code of Romania, especially with regard to:

- organizing the exercise in the best possible conditions of the rights and obligations of the co-owners in the
case of buildings with several floors or apartments or in the case of residential complexes consisting of
individual homes, located isolated, connected or connected, in which there are common properties and
individual properties by setting up owners' associations, but also tenants' associations, regarding the
administration of common spaces within the condominiums; the obligation of the owners' associations to set
up the annual repair fund, as well as the working capital; the establishment of the obligation that the
rehabilitation works of residential buildings with several sections/stairs should be done unitarily and not on
building segments, and in the case of condominiums of the type of multi-story collective buildings, the
modification of the appearance of the facade can only be done unitarily on the whole the condominium
regardless of the number of owner associations established on the stairs; the possibility that the owners'
associations can conclude contracts on behalf of the owners with natural persons, authorized natural persons
or with legal persons whose object of activity is the administration of condominiums, in order to administer
and maintain the condominium; the obligation of the owners/developers of the residential complexes as sellers
to inform the buyers at the time of alienation about the need to set up owners' associations;

- the introduction of the right of preemption at an equal price of the local public administration authorities, on
the foreclosed homes, for the recovery of the owners' debts to the association's contribution quotas. These
homes will later be used only as social housing, the foreclosed owners having priority in their distribution, only
if they meet the conditions established for access to social housing.
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